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THE NEW GENERATION
A mtilion and q half of greater Shanghai's ten

million population are young workers in its factories,
farms, shops, offices, schools and service trades. An
other million are; In college and middle school. They
are among the most active ond vigorous forces in
scwiety today.

In 1949, the year many of them were born, imperial
ism was diiven from China's mainland by the victory

of the Chinese revolution, and the People's Republic of
China was established. Unwilling to accept defeat,
imperialist voices proclaimed that their hope lay in the
"peaceful evolution" towards capitalism of the third or
fourth generation in China. Now a new generation has
grown up. What are these young people like? What
are they doing? What are they thinking? Anumber of

• articles in this issue describe what a China Reconstructs
staff reporter found in Shanghai, China's biggest city.
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Ordinary Tasks-High Ideals

'J'HEY DRIVE the three-wheeled
motor sweepers that clean

Shanghai's main thoroughfares. In

postal uniforms they tear through

the streets and lanes on their bicy

cles with loads of letters and news

papers. Others among the young

people a bit on either side of

twenty are bus and trolley con

ductors, barbers, salesclerks. Hotels

and restaurants are more and more

being staffed by young people who

have graduated from middle school.

For some, however, taking up these

commercial and service-trade jobs

was not accomplished without a

great deal of mental struggle.

There is a young bathhouse at

tendant, for instance, who of late

has been highly praised for his

good work. But when he was first

placed in the job, he was ashamed

to tell his old classmates what he

was doing because he was afraid

they would think him beneath

them. Thousands of years of the

old exploiting-class ideology that

"only the scholar's trade is noble"

and looked down on service trades

as the lowest kind of job still had

a hold on some minds. Young peo

ple who have grown up with Mao

Tsetung Thought, however, instead

of succumbing to the old ways of

thinking, consciously struggle

against them. They have shown

that they are able to break with the
old ideas and do outstanding work

in what they once regarded as

mundane jobs.

The Shanghai Mansions Staff

Before liberation the Shanghai

Mansions Hotel on the west bank
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Wang Chien-hua (front) at work.

New chefs learn from a veteran.
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of the Whangpoo River, then called
Broadway Mansions — with 22

stories, one of Shanghai's tallest,
commanding a view of the whole
city — was a hive of imperialists,
Japanese collaborators and Kuo-
mintang secret agents. Today, as
a hotel for the people, it receives
large numbers of workers, peasants
and soldiers from all parts of China
as well as foreign visitors. A little

over two years ago it took on a
large group of new workers, all
around 20, from villages nearby.
At first, coming from the country
side to work in the well-equipped
comfortable surroundings of the
hotel, they found everjdihing new
and interesting. But after a few
months problemsarose. They began
to wonder what future there was

for them spending their days tidy
ing rooms, sweeping and dusting,
serving food or learning to cook.
How would they be able to realize
their great ideals this way?

The hotel's Communist Party
and Communist Youth League
branches tried to help them see
how different service work is today
from in the past. It led them to
study Chairman Mao's article Serve
the People, and invited old hotel
workers to tell how as young be
ginners they had been exploited
and oppressed by the imperialist
owners and feudal gangmasters of
the Broadway Mansions. It gave
the young people a vivid glimpse
of the difference between the old
and new societies.

In a hotel in their own country,
the Chinese staff and service per
sonnel were forbidden to speak
Chinese. They were not allowed to
enYbr through the front gate or use
the elevator and had to suffer the
humiliation of a body-search
whenever they left the hotel. The
captains were foreigners, and con
sidered working people the most
lowly of beings. The relationship
between the hotel guests and ser
vice workers was that of master

and servant. A guest could beat
or abuse a hotel "boy" at will. Any
one who dared to answer back

was fired at once and would find

himself without a way to support
his family.

Having grown up in the new so
ciety, Wang Chien-hua, a 21-year-
old floor attendant and Communist

Youth League member, was
astonished and indignant to hear
such things. Her mental struggle
kept her awake at night. In Serve
the People, she thought. Chairman
Mao had high praise for Comrade
Chang Szu-teh. He had been
through the Long March,* had
once been leader of a guards'
squad, but did not consider himself
above an ordinary job of burning
charcoal. He was working at it
when he was killed by the acci
dental collapse of a kiln. He never
considered his personal interest,
she thought. Why, just as soon as
I start to work, should I begin
thinking about my individual
future? What kind of ideals do I
have if I do that?

She thought about how different
things were now from old Shanghai.
Their group had been welcomed to
the hotel with drums and gongs.
For the first three months half

their time was spent in training for
their new jobs, in political study
and classes aimed to prepare them
with the right attitude towards
their work. The other half-day
they spent learning on the job,
working alongside experienced
staff members. The relationship
between the guests and service per
sonnel is that between comrades.

If they have shortcomings in their
work, the older revolutionary
cadres among the guests, who al
ways show concern for their ideo
logical development, do not hold it
against them but encourage their
attitude of serving the people.

• The arduous and historic Long March
covering 25,000 li (12,500 kilometers)
undertaken by the Chinese Workers' and
Peasants' Red Army in 1934,

A Change

Wang Chien-hua began to be
proud to wear her white uniform
and be in a job where she served

people from all over China and
abroad. Her work began to take
on new meaning as she sought to
make the guests feel the warmth
of socialist society so that they
could go back to their own revolu
tionary work with fresh energy,
and foreign friends take back a
feeling of the friendship of the
Chinese people.

A big change came over Wang
Chien-hua. When her "teacher",
an experienced service worker, was
on the morning shift, she would
come early to do things with him
and learn. She would voluntarily
stay overtime to do more after her

night shift. Now she is not satis
fied just to fulfil the ordinary tasks
of a floor attendant but tries to
make the hotel a home for the
guests. She never seems to know

fatigue but sews on buttons for
them, does mending and even al
tered a badly fitting jacket for a
guest.

When the football team of the
Democratic People's Republic of
Korea stayed at the hotel, Wang
Chien-hua and several other room
service people collected the
athletes' suits at once after each
match so that they could have
them back from the laundry as
quickly as possible. It made these
comrades from a fraternal socialist
country feel very close to them.

Once a woman visitor from Eu
rope injured her foot. Wang Chien-
hua not only brought her meals to
the room but came every day to
help her dress. The visitor was
very moved and just before leaving
held Wang's hand for a long time,
reluctant to part from the friendly
Chinese girl. Some former guests,
when they pass through Shanghai
again, even if they don't stay at the
Shanghai Mansions stop by it to
see Wang Chien-hua.

CHINA RECONSTRUCTS



The ballet dancers Mao Hui-fang
and Yu Ching-yun hard at practice.

WHEN the 70-some dancers in
the Shanghai Dance School's

White-haired Girl troupe entered
the school in 1960, they were about
12 years old and still wearing the
red scarves of the Young Pioneers.
They are now graduate dancers
and members of the troupe —
which is still attached to the school
— trained artists whose dancing is
welcomed by the workers, peasants
and soldiers. The White-haired
Girl as performed by the troupe
has become a model for changing
the European classical ballet art
form from a vehicle expressing de
cadent court life into one serving
the proletariat.

How has such celebrity affected
the lives of the young dancers, es
pecially those in leading roles?

I found that they still lead the
same simple life they did when
they were students. They live in
dormitories attached to the school
and dress in the same cotton-cloth
suits as before. Offstage the young
women wear no makeup and their
hair is in braids secured with rub
ber bands. Except for an addi
tional sum provided by the gov
ernment for somewhat better food,
they enjoy no special privileges.
Their monthly pay is about the
same as that of an ordinary in
dustrial worker.

Most of their day is spent at
practice, with some time devoted
to study of political theory. They
are always trying to improve their
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But Ordinary Workers

skills, both with help from their
coaches and by learning from each
other like brothers and sisters. One

can often find Shih Chung-chin,
Chou Hui-fen and Yu Ching-yun,
who alternately play the lead role
of the heroine in White-haired

Girl, together in the gymna
sium talking over what they have
learned after a performance. Here
there is no trace of the old rivalry,
sabotage of each others' perform
ances or trying to keep a monop
oly on some new knowledge such
as were prevalent in artistic circles
in the old society.

Just as do other members of the

cast, when not on call the leading
dancers always help the stagehands
change scenery. Afterwards every
body gives a hand in putting the
costumes and properties in order
and sweeping the stage. For the
young dancers, this is the normal
run of things; they view them
selves both as artists and as or

dinary workers.

They frequently go for labor in
factories, farms and army units. In

A performance on the threshing ground.
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the communes they live with the
farm families and become good
friends with them. They realize
that in order to create worker,
peasant and soldier heroes on stage,
they must know these people and
think and feel the way they do.

In the countryside they perform
scenes from White-haired Gh'l on
the rough earthen threshing
grounds. Commune members come
from miles around, and give them
a big ovation. The heroes of the
ballet are peasants, just like mem
bers of the audience. Many of
them have had experiences similar
to those of the characters io the
ballet. They, above all, have the
right to speak as critics. Their
opinions are extremely valuable to
the young dancers who have grown
up in the new society and have no
personal experience of exploitation.

Feelings Transformed

At one time the dancers in the
role of Hsi-erh did not see why the
heroine should be so overjoyed

ii'-. i- • - .



Ling Kuei-ming (first left) and Shih Chung-chin (second left), two of the main dancers in
The Whiie-haired Girl during a period of work at the Shanghai Chienshe Machinery Plant.

Members of the White-haired Girl cast hear an old com
mune member compare life in the old and new societies.

when her father, a poor peasant,
brings her a piece of red yarn to
bind her braids from the market
on New Year's Eve. They did not
understand so much excitement
over such a trifle.

Then one day an old poor-
peasant in the countryside of Hopei
province, where the story of the
ballet originated, told the dancers
about an incident in his own past.
"It was New Year's Eve and I had
carried my little girl to the market.
She saw another child wearing a
red velvet flower in her hair and
wanted one too. When I said no,
she began to cry. I tried to stop her
but she cried all the more. I felt
as if a knife were being turned in
my heart. That dog of a landlord
had squeezed every cent out of me
and 1 had nothing left even to buy
a little flower for my child at the
new year. All I could do was tO'
whisper in her ear, 'It's not that
Dad doesn't love you, but that he
has no money to buy it. We haven't
even grain for supper.' And 1 cried,
with her."

The dancers could not help but.
feel sad. Since then, whenever
they perform this scene, they seem,
to see this old peasant before them.
And, because they now understand
how difficult the red yarn was tO'
come by, on stage they depict Hsi-
erh's excitement in a very natural,
way.

The experience of the past few-
years has enabled the young danc
ers to see that only when they
stand firmly on the side of the-
workers, peasants and soldiers and
serve them heart and soul can their
dancing retain its meaningfulness.

Off to the Countryside-Why?
A NOTHER batch of 700 grad

uates from Shanghai middle
schools recently left with a warm
sendoff for the countryside of
Anhwei province. They were, the
local papers said, "enriching and
developing revolutionary tradition
and taking the road of integrating

themselves with the workers and
peasants".

Nearly a million young people
from this city have settled down
in the countryside in the past five
years. They can be found through
out the country, from the frigid
regions along the northern border

to the mountains of the subtropical
southwest. As Chairman Mao has
called on them to do, they have
gone to these places for further
education among the poor and
lower-middle peasants and to help
build a new socialist countryside.
'Going up to the mountains and

CHINA RECONSTRUCTS



down to the villages" has become
a regular thing. Their action is
respected and everybody is in
terested in their progress. There
are special organizations at all
levels from neighborhood to muni
cipality to handle their affairs.

Life has much improved in
China's countryside since the
liberation in 1949, but in compari
son with that in big cities like
Shanghai, it is still hard. This is
particularly true in the remote
frontier regions. "If you ask
whether life is hard," observes a
former Red Guard who went to the
countryside, "our answer is, 'Think
of the 25,000-li Long March'. If
you ask whether we get tired, our
answer is, 'Think of all mankind'."
Many of the young people have
already demonstrated that they do
not take these as merely empty
words.

Scattering Seeds

Yu Tzu-yu was born in 1949, the
year the People's Republic was
founded. A Red Guard leader in

her Shanghai middle school, on
graduation in 1968 she asked to be
sent where life was hardest. In
January 1969 she and seven other
Red Guards were assigned to the
Chuchi production team in Meng-
cheng county, Anhwei province,
500 kilometers from Shanghai.

When they arrived the weather
was so cold the commune members
feared the wheat would be frozen
out, in the spring it was almost
ruined when three days of heavy
rain flooded the low-lying fields.
The Chuchi team had always got
the worst yields in the brigade, and
now things would be even harder.
A few individuals tried to discour
age the young people, saying, "Do
you think you can survive in this
poor place?"

Faced with this harsh reality,
some of the young people did begin
to have second thoughts. Team
leader Shih Liang-fu came to see
them. He told them about his own
life as a poor peasant, about the
village's miserable past and the
people's happiness at being eman
cipated. He also described the
commune members' determination

to overcome whatever obstacles lay
in their path to a better life, and
their great expectations for the
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Another group of middle
school graduates leave Shang
hai for the countryside.

As Yu Tzu-yu helps an old
commune member who suf
fered In the old society to
study, she learns from him too.

Young people from Shanghai
in the Chienchin Slate Farm

on the outskirts of the city.



young Shanghai people. "As long
as we have something to eat, we
won't let you starve," he said. "But
you must not bow down before
difficulties."

The young people were deeply
moved by what the team leader
said. They began to recognize in
him the qualities which gave him
his steadfastness in building so
cialism. They realized that these
were the qualities which they
themselves needed to acquire. With
their thinking clearer and resolve
firmer, they threw themselves into
the arduous work to change nature
with renewed vigor. They got up
early and came back late and solv
ed all kinds of problems one after
another.

Double Harvest

That year, despite the weather,
the team got a better harvest than
originally expected. The eight
Shanghai young people reaped an
ideological harvest, too. They felt
more deeply how their own future
was linked with that of the people
of Chuchi, and gradually came to
realize that in the countryside there
was plenty of possibility for people
like them to develop their talents
to the full.

They learned a lot from the com
mune members, and in turn helped
the latter improve their reading
and writing and study political
works. Combining what they had
learned about science in school
with the peasants' experience in
production, they began to develop
scientific farming for higher yields.
At first they worked on improving
soil, fertilizers and irrigation. Then
they went to other places to get
better strains of seed. Now all the

cultivated land in Chuchi is sown

to them. Production per unit area
has gone up by a big margin.

Last year, with the commune
members, they planted rice on a
trial two-fifths hectare and got
1,800 kilograms. For the first time
the Chuchi people ate rice they
themselves had grown. This year
the young people worked shoulder-
to-shoulder with the commune
members building a dam and dig
ging a cistern. They experimented
with bacterial fertilizer and have
produced it in quantity for use this
year.

Now the eight young people are
full-fledged members of the Chuchi
team, holding positions such as ac
countant, work-point recorder,
tractor driver, stock-raiser, bare
foot doctor and teacher. They have

developed a deep love for the land
and for the people of Chuchi. When
Chao Kuo-ping went back to
Shanghai for some special medical
treatment, he could not get Chuchi
out of his mind, and kept writing
back letters full of ideas for mak
ing the team into a stronger and
more advanced one. He sent all
kinds of suggestions and plans,
complete with sketches, for mech
anization and electrification.

Due to the joint efforts of the
commune members and the Shang
hai young people, Chuchi has quite
a different look now. Last year's
wheat output was three times that
for 1969, and the yield of cotton
had gone up 50 percent.

In the past four years, tempering
in the furnace of hard struggle has
helped the eight young people to
grow politically. Two of them
have been accepted into the Com
munist Party and four have become
members of the Communist Youth
League. One of the former, Yu Tzu-
yu, was elected secretary of the
Party branch of the brigade of
which the Chuchi team is a part,
and is also an alternate member of
the county Party committee and a
vice-secretary of the county com
mittee of the Communist Youth
League.

What They Were After
T N the summer of 1972 China's

provinces and municipalities
sent some 60 representatives,
chosen from local factories, colleges
and design institutes, to Peking to
design a color television system for
China. Among them were Chen
Shou-pu and Sung Hua-kuei, both
just twenty years old. "How come
Shanghai sent these kids not dry
behind the ears yet?" some of the
conference-goers commented skep
tically.

Chen and Sung had been chosen
from the Shanghai plant designing
and producing China's first camera
control console for color television.

8

It was their first trip to Peking.
They would have liked to visit Tien
An Men and climb the Great Wall
that they had read about from pri
mary school days. But they didn't
go anywhere. A preparatory meet
ing had issued a set of draft plans
to all participants so that they could
become familiar with them before
the discussion began. Chen and
Sung closeted themselves in their
hostel, oblivious to the stifling
heat, their eyes glued to the plans
from morning to night. Where
there was something they didn't
understand, they asked others to
explain until they were familiar
with every detail.

The conference began with the
chief designer presenting the
master plan. The two youths
listened intently. When their group
discussed the design of the equip
ment for producing the test pattern
they thought they saw a prob
lem. They had been working
with such equipment for over a
year and knew from experience
that the proposed design would
not produce the best quality
pattern.

Sung wanted to stand up and ex
press his view right then and there,
but knowing that all those around
him except Chen were experienced
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YOUNG people Of SHANGHAI

Young dockers at the port of Shanghai. A dancer from the White-haired Giri — No star but ordinary workerJ

Work on China's first color television system.
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Young People

of Shanghai

Young workers before the elec

tric furnace of the No. 3 Plant

of the Shanghai Steel Company.

"They drive the sweepers through
the streets and lanes of Shanghai."

X

Young people at the Chienchin State Farm study the laws of crop growth.
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Teachers and students in the biology depart
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technicians, he hesitated. Yet,
thought Sung, to have recognized
the reason for a problem and not
say anything about it would not be
being responsible to the revolution.
And, if he were wrong, others
would point out his error, so it was
a good chance to learn.

Sung rose and boldly made his
point with a well-organized list of
reasons. The chief designer, as he
listened, nodded in agreement.

Young and Resolute

After graduation from middle
school in 1970 Sung and Chen had
become apprentices at Huaihai
Flashlight Bulb Factory No. 1. The
factory was one of the many set
up by city neighborhoods during
the big leap forward in 1958. At
first it produced only flashlight
bulbs. With help from some college
teachers and other factories, it later
made a large electronic computer
for industrial use. When the plant
was given the task of making the
camera control console — the heart
of a television system — for China's
first color television station, 42
workers were assigned to the proj
ect. Two-thirds of them were
young people like Sung and Chen.

Color television is new for China
and presents great difficulties for

the still-developing electronics in
dustry. Nevertheless, the workers
of the Huaihai factory took on the
job of making the console, which
consisted of over 200 circuit boards

and 36,000 electronic components.

Long before. Chairman Mao had
pointed out: "The Chinese people
have high aspirations, they have
ability, and they will certainly
catch up with and surpass advanc
ed world levels in the not too

distant future." His words gave
the young people courage to tackle
all the problems they met in scal
ing this peak of science.

The atmosphere in the shop was
that of a tense battle. The red lights
on the power supplies glowed all
day long, green waveforms flashed
across the oscilloscopes. Members
of the trial-production group were
busy designing printed circuits,
testing new circuits and requisi
tioning components. Above the
solderers' workbenches strong
lights — bright to bring out the
color codes of the resistors — blaz
ed. Many lost track of when it was
working hours and mealtimes and
when not.

Busiest of all was 27-year-old
Yao Fei-ming, head of the project,
who put everything he had into the
job. Early one morning, returning

home after working through the
night, he had a dizzy spell and fell
on the stairs. An old lady who
lived next door heard the noise and

rushed out. As she helped him up
she was struck by his red eyes and
look of exhaustion. "What are you
after, working day and night?" she
said.

This was a strange question to
Yao. Like the other young people
in the plant, he frequently asks
himself, "What have I done for our
socialist country?" If their day's
work was not up to standard, they
redid it at night until it was of
high quality. They learned theory
as they worked, with help from
the specialists and technicians on
the project. They also attended
classes after hours. Starting with
basic electricity, they went through
theoretical courses in the various

specialties related to television.

After three years of training,
most of these young people can
design printed circuits from circuit
diagrams and align them. Eleven of
them have mastered the principles
and alignment of individual units,
four can align the complete console
and one is able to participate in de
signing a complete color television
system. They are a lively addition
to the ranks of the technicians.

Those Who Will Carry On the Revolution
'T^HE SHORT, wiry figure of Niu
^ Yung-chuan, laughing and
chatting with the workers or hard
at work in a shop, is a familiar
figure to the 6,000 workers at the
No. 21 Cotton Mill in Shanghai.

When he graduated from middle
sfchool eight years ago Niu was as
signed as a maintenance worker in
the weaving shop. He applied him
self and tried to learn all he could
from the veterans and in his very
first year was elected an outstand
ing worker. During the January
Revolution in Shanghai in 1967 he
plunged into the struggle against
the handful of capitalist-roaders
within the Communist Party and

12

became a brave fighter in the Great
Proletarian Cultural Revolution.

Trial after trial in the sharp, com
plicated class struggle steeled him,
and helped him develop politically.
When the mill set up its revolu
tionary committee in 1968, he was
elected to it by the workers and
later became one of its vice-heads.
Now he is also a vice-secretary of
the mill Communist Party com
mittee and a member of the leading
body of the entire Shanghai cotton
textile industry.

No Bureaucratic Airs

He studied revolutionary theory
assiduously after becoming a

leader. Often the light in his room
could be seen burning past mid
night as, poring over Chairman
Mao's writings, political documents
or the newspapers, he earnestly
sought the correct approach and
methods for solving the problems
which he as a leader had to deal
with.

He also looked to the older, ex
perienced leaders for guidance.
When he had to handle an impor
tant problem, before giving an
opinion he would always ask their
views. In his turn, the secretary
of the Party committee, realizing
his responsibility for training new
forces for the revolution, made it
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a point to give the young man op
portunities to work on his own,
and then helped him summarize
his experience and draw lessons
from it.

In this mill it was a rule that

every leader must work one day
per week in production. Niu Yung-
chuan always went back to his old
shop. He felt the workers there,
who knew him best, would be
frank with him about his lacks and
help him overcome them. Then,
there was a period when Niu Yung-
chuan had to go to so many meet
ings he was not able to get in his
day in the shop. He found the old
workers addressing him as "Secre
tary Niu" instead of the familiar
"Hsiao Niu", Little Niu. Sensing
that this reflected the fact that he
had drifted away from the masses,
he rearranged his schedule so that
he could be in the shop regularly
again.

Strict Demands

Trying hard to use Mao Tsetung
Thought to change his own world
outlook, he decided to be very strict
with himself even in small matters.
He made three rules for himself:
Never seek honors, higher pay or
privileges and good living.

Once after he had made a report
i^o the whole mill, some of the
Workers stuck a slogan on their
shop wall reading: "Comrade Niu
Yung-chuan's report is very good!"
That evening while studying
he ran across Chairman Mao's
Words, "The comrades must be
taught to remain modest, prudent
and free from arrogance and rash-
hess in their style of work." He

recalled that day's slogan. The
Uiore he thought about it the more
he felt it was wrong. "That report
Was discussed and passed collec
tively by all the members of the
revolutionary committee. I was
merely giving it as their represen
tative," he mused. "How can I
allow myself to be put in the lime-
hght like that!" And worse still,
he hadn't thought anything of it
when the slogan went up. He hur
ried over to that shop to urge the
Workers to take down their poster.
At the next general meeting of the
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mill's workers he criticized his

former attitude.

Long before he was elected to a
position of responsibility, Niu
Yung-chuan had asked the mill for
larger living quarters because his
family was quite crowded in their
present ones. Soon after he be
came a vice-head of the revolution

ary committee he was notified that
his family could move into a new
apartment. He felt, however, given
him in this way, the apartment
constituted a special privilege, so
he refused it. He asked to be given
the same kind of housing as the
woi'kers, and that his case be de
cided on the same basis — through
discussion among the workers
themselves. Finally it was arrang
ed for him to move into a larger
apartment in the same section as
the workers.

New Blood

In today's Shanghai the young
men and women in leading posts at

all levels who have grown up in
the class struggle number in the
thousands. They have been elected
to almost all leading bodies at every
level, from workshop and produc
tion brigade to district, county and
municipality. One-fourth of the
159 members of the municipal rev
olutionary committee, Shanghai's
highest organ of power, are young
people, many of them workers.
Some of these outstanding young
people were promoted to very high
leading positions in one step. For
example, a woman worker in the
Shanghai Boiler Plant who distin
guished herself in the cultural rev
olution is today a vice-secretary of
the Party committee of the city's
First Bureau of Machinery and
Electrical Equipment. The bureau
is responsible for about 500
factories, including her former one,
with a total of 300,000 workers.
Fresh blood among its leaders is a
welcome asset to socialist revolu

tion and socialist construction in

Shanghai.

After becoming a leader, Niu Yung-chuan (right) continues to work in the shop.
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How China's Climate Has

Changed Over 5,000 Years

The old belief that climate
throughout the world has re

mained practically constant during
historical times is refuted by
abundant facts recorded in Chinese
historical annals. These show that
there were marked climatic
changes in China which were re
flected throughout the world.
Chinese historical documents are
rich in references to climatological
and phonological events of the
past. In addition to those put down
in official annals, they are scattered
in numerous regional geographical
gazetteers as well as in personal
diaries and travel reports.

This article sketches an overall
picture of the main trends of
climatic change in China over the
past 5,000 years, as based on an
initial analysis of material at hand.
Only temperatures have been con
sidered here as an index because
changes in these are most likely to
be reflected over a large area in
China.

The past 5,000 years may be di
vided into four periods according to
the nature of material available.

The Archaeological Period
(c. 3000-1100 B.C.)

In this period before written rec
ords our knowledge comes from
archaeological excavation. Ex
cavations at the Panpo village site
near Sian (Yangshao culture,
5,600-6,080 years old by Carbon 14
dating) and at the Yin dynasty site
at Anyang in Honan (c. 1400-1100
B.C.) show that in those times
tropical and semitropical animals
such as the bamboo rat, water deer
and water buffalo were hunted

there. These no longer exist in
such regions. In addition, the
oracle bones of the Yin dynasty
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reveal that the people of Anyang
then planted rice one month earlier
than now.

A carbonized node of bamboo
and some pottery resembling bam
boo nodes found among remains of
the Black Pottery culture in Li-
cheng county, Shantung, show that
during the late neolithic age the
distribution of bamboo in the
Yellow River basin extended to
China's east coast. On the basis of
these facts we may assume that
the northern limit for bamboo has
retreated southward 1° to 3" of lati
tude over the past 5,000 years.
Comparison of temperatures in the
lower reaches of the Yellow and
Yangtze rivers shows that the
period from the Yangshao culture
5,000 years ago to the Yin dynasty
3,000 years ago was a warm age in
China. The mean annual tempera
ture was about 2° C higher, and the
mean January temperature from 3°
to 5° C higher than now.

The Documentary Period

In this period (c. 1100 B.C.-A.D.
1400) notations in official docu
ments offer many clues to the
climate. To keep track of the
march of the seasons, people
have often observed frost and
snow, the freezing and thawing
of rivers, the budding, leafing,
flowering and fruiting of trees
and the spring arrival and
autumn departure of migratory
birds. This is phenology, which
may be said to be the meteorology
and climatology before instru
ments. China's laboring people
began recording such observations
in the 11th century B.C. and over
3,000 years accumulated a wealth
of material.

Many Chinese characters are
ideographic or pictographic. In
the early documents of the Chou
dynasty (c. 1100-770 B.C.), which
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had its capital near Sian, characters
for hats, clothing, utensils, books,
furniture and musical instruments
had the symbol for "bamboo" as
part of their makeup, indicating
that these things were originally
made of bamboo. From this it can
be seen that the climate was warm
enough for bamboo to grow exten
sively in the Yellow River valley
at the beginning of the Chou
dynasty. This is no longer possible
today.

In the Shang and Chou dynasties
(c. 1600-800 B.C.) the laboring peo
ple of the Yellow River valley
engaged in farming and animal
husbandry. The march of the sea
sons was extremely important to
them. They used various methods
to mark the spring equinox, which
was the time to start farm work.
The people of the State of Tan,
near the coast in Shantung, used
the coming of the first swallows
around the vernal equinox each
year. But nowadays on March 22
swallows have only reached the
lower Yangtze valley. Between the
city of Tancheng (site of the former
Tan state) and Shanghai on the
lower Yangtze there is a difference
of 1.5° C in the mean annual tem
perature and for January 4.6° C.
The difference in temperature ob
served agrees with that calculated
from the change in the distribution
of bamboo.

The warm climate at the begin
ning of the Chou dynasty soon de
teriorated. The Han River, a large
tributary of the Yangtze, froze
twice, once in 903 B.C. and once
in 897 B.C. But in the Spring and
Autumn period (770-475 B.C.) the
climate warmed up again. The book
Tso Chuan, compiled in the fifth
century B.C., often mentions that
the State of Lu in Shantung passed
the winter without being able to
get any ice for the icehouse.

CHINA RECONSTRUCTS



In the middle of the Chou
dynasty, the plum Prunus mume,
a subtropical plant, grew through
out the lower reaches of the Yellow
River. Plum trees are mentioned
five times in the Shih Ching, a col
lection of poetry made in the sixth
century B.C. A stanza in the Ode
of Chin runs:

What are there on Chungnan?
There are catalpas (?) and plum

trees.

Chungnan Mountain lies south of
Sian and is now devoid of any
plum trees either wild or cultivat
ed. That such plum trees were very
widespread is shown by the fact
that in the Shang and Chou dy
nasties plums were universally
used to season food and beverages,
as vinegar was then lacking.

The climate continued warm in
the Warring States period (475-221
B.C.). In 1660, at the beginning of
the Ching dynasty, Chang Piao
studied the phenological data in the
Chin dynasty (221-207 B.C.) book
Lu Shih Chun Chin (Master Lu's
Spring and Autumn Annals). He
concluded that the signs of spring
then came three weeks earlier than
in his time. The Han dynasty
historian Ssuma Chien (135-? B.C.)
described the distribution of com
mercial crops at the time in his
Shih Chi. They included oranges
in Chiangling (Szechuan), mulber
ries in Chi and Lu (Shantung),
bamboo in Weichuan (Shensi) and
lacquer in Chenhsia (present-day
southern Honan). The northern
limits for these semitropical plants
were all further north than at pres
ent. We know that bamboo
flourished in Hutzu, Honan, for
when the Yellow River breached
its embankment there in 110 B.C.,
bamboo in Chi Park was cut to
make baskets for stones to fill the
breach.

China's warm weather grew
colder during the Eastern Han
dynasty at the beginning of
the present era. There were
several severe winters and even
frost and snow in late spring
at Loyang, the capital. The
cold period didn't last long.
Oranges and mandarins were still
quite plentiful in southern Honan
at the time. But by the Three
Kingdoms period, when Tsao Tsao
(A.D. 155-220) planted oranges at
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Tungchuehtai (southwest of pres
ent-day Linchang, Hopei), they
were unable to bear fruit. It was

already colder than in Ssuma
Chien's time.

Tsao Tsao's son Tsao Pei went to
Kuangling (present-day Huaiyin)
on the Huai River in 225 to inspect
maneuvers by 100,000 troops. The
river suddenly froze and the
maneuvers had to stop. As far as
we know, this was the first time
on record that the Huai River

froze. The climate then was colder

than at present. The cold period
continued through the second half
of the third century. In 280-289
there was still frost in early

May every year at Loyang. It is
estimated that the mean annual

temperature at the time was l°-2°
C lower than now. In the first half

of the fourth century the cold
climate of north China reached its

limit, when the whole Gulf of Po-
hai was frozen solid enough for
thousands of soldiers to march ac

ross it, according to the well-
known historian Ssuma Kuang.
Winter temperatures were then
about 4° C colder than today.

During the Northern and South
ern dynasties (420-589) an icehouse
was built on Capsized-boat Hill in
Nanking. To provide ice thick
enough for storage, Nanking's win-

Fluctuations in world tempera
ture over the last 1,700 years

Dynasty

Tsin

420

Northern and
Southern

Sui 581
618

Tang

Five

Yuan

Ming

907

960

Northern Sung

1127

Southern Sung

1279

1368

1644

Ching

1911

/
/
\

J:

A

Present temp. .2'c

...J
_L

-28 -29

Si

B

-3 -

Year

300

400

500

600

700

800

900

1000

IIOO

I2C0

1300

1400

1500

1600

1700

1800

1900

-30%fl

8(0

A — Based on phenological studies of China.
B — Based on studies of the Greenland ice sheet.
An increase of 1° C in temperature brings about an increase of 0.69"/o<i in S (0"^).



ters must have been 2° C colder

than now. The Chi Min Yao Shu,
written between 533-544, a com
prehensive summary of Chinese
farming up to that time, states that
north of the Yellow River apricots
were in full bloom in mid-April
and mulberry trees shot out their
leaves at the beginning of May, thus
two to four weeks later than now.

It also says that pomegranates in
the Yellow River valley "were
wrapped with straw" for winter
ing, which is not necessary at pres
ent, further proof that the first
half of the sixth century was colder
than now.

The climate warmed up in the
middle of the seventh century dur
ing the Tang dynasty (618-907).
There was neither ice nor snow in
the capital Changan in the winters
of 650, 669 and 678. Plums were
grown in the imperial palace and
in Chuchiang Park in the southern
suburbs in the early eighth century
and in the early and middle ninth
century. Oranges and mandarins
were also grown, those in the im
perial palace bearing fruit in 751
and also between 841-847. The
minimum temperature that oranges
and mandarins can stand is -8° C.
The absolute minimum tempera
ture in Sian is now less than this
almost every year.

The difference in temperature
between the Tang dynasty and the
subsequent Sung dynasty is shown
by the fact that plum trees were
unknown in north China by the
11th century. The Sung dynasty
poet Su Tung-po (1036-1101) has a
line lamenting the disappearance of
plums from the Kuanchung region
around Sian. Another poet, Wang
An-shih (1021-1086), ridiculed
northerners for mistaking plums
for apricots.

China's climate swiftly turned
cold at the beginning of the 12th
century. In the year 1111 Taihu
Lake froze solid enough to
support carts, and the cold killed
the mandarins and oranges for
which Tungting Mountain in the
lake was famous. Snowfalls were
frequent in Hangchow and contin
ued till the end of spring. Histori
cal records of the Southern Sung
dynasty (12th-13th centuries) show
the average date of the latest snow
fall for each decade between 1131
and 1260 as April 9, about a month

16

later than for the decade preceed-
ing the 12th century. The Grand
Canal near Soochow froze in the

winters from 1153 to 1155 and Pe

king's Western Hills were covered
with snow in October 1170. Such

things do not happen now. Foo-
chow in Fukien province is the
northern limit for growing the
tropical fruit litchi along China's
east coast. The trees there were all

killed by cold only twice in the past
1,000 years, in 1110 and 1178, both
in the 12th century.

From the 9th century onwards,
Japan's feudal lords celebrated the
blooming of cherry trees with a
feast in the Kyoto gardens, and the
dates were recorded up to the 19th
century. They show that the cher
ries bloomed earliest in the 9th
century and latest in the 12th.

Winters in Hangchow began to
warm up again just after the close
of the 12th century, 1200, 1213,
1216 and 1220 passing without ice
or snow. Peking's apricot trees then
bloomed around April 5, the same
as now. This warm climate seems
to have lasted until the second half
of the 13th century. This can be
seen from the fate of the special
offices supervising bamboo planta
tions set up at Honei (present-day
Poai in Honan) and Sian and
Fenghsiang (Shensi province) in
the Sui (581-618) and Tang dy
nasties. These continued on and
off through the Sung and Yuan
dynasties (960-1368), but finally
ceased in the early years of the
Ming dynasty (1368-1644) after
which bamboo no longer provided
commercial timber north of the
Yellow River.

There was a brief period of rela
tive warmth in the beginning and
middle of the 13th century but
winters soon became severe again.
The Grand Canal froze in the Wu-
sih region in 1309. Several feet of
ice formed on Taihu Lake in 1329
and 1353, killing the oranges again.
Ice floes came down the Yellow
River in Shantung in November
1351, while at present they do not
come down until some time in

December. Swallows arrived in
Peking at the end of April and de
parted at the beginning of August,
coming a week later and leaving a
week sooner than now. These facts
and the records of blossoming of
cherries in Japan show that the

14th century was colder than the
13th or the present one.

In 1221 the Taoist Chiu Chu-chi

went from Peking to Central Asia
to see Jenghiz Khan. He passed
Lake Salem in Sinkiang which he
called the "Celestial Lake". He

said the lake reflected the snow

capped mountains around it. But
there is no snow on the mountains

now. The mountains are about

3,500 m. high, so the snow line
must have been below this point
during Jenghiz Khan's time. The
snow line in this part of the
Tienshan Mountains is now at

3,700-4,200 m., but must have been
200-500 m. lower in the 13th cen
tury. This extreme cold in the 12th
century which probably began in
1100 from the Pacific seaboard of

east Asia and moved westward
may have initiated what is known
in the west as the "Little Ice Age".

The cold period on the European
Russian plain began about 1350. In
Germany and Austria the climate
distinctly deteriorated from 1429
to 1465. The bad harvests in Eng
land in the 1430s, 1550s and 1590s
were all connected with the cold

weather. Thus the cold period
gradually moved westward.

The Gazetteer Period

Between 1400 and 1900 many
gazetteers or regional geographies
were published. Recently data
from 665 of them has been com
piled for the 13th to 20th centuries
on the freezing of Taihu Lake, Po-
yang Lake, Tungting Lake, the Han
River and the Huai River, and the
years from the 16th century on
when there was snow or frost in
tropical regions near sea level. The
data shows that in China the years
1550-1600 and 1720-1830 had rela
tively warm winters, and 1470-
1520, 1620-1720 and 1840-1890 cold
ones. The 17th century was the
coldest, with the 19th ranking next.

These results correspond quite
closely to those obtained from the
freezing dates for Lake Suwa, Ja
pan (36°N, 138°E), except that the
severe winters began and ended a
quarter century earlier in Japan.

Thus, from the 15th to the 19th
centuries winters were relatively
cold, those in the 17th century be
ing the coldest, especially those
from 1650 to 1700. Orange and
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Changes in the Norway snow line (solid line) from 10000
B.C. and the temperature in China (dotted line) from 3000 B.C.
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mandarin orchards in Kiangsi were
completely destroyed in the cold
waves of 1654 and 1676. Taihu Lake
and the Han and Huai rivers each

froze four times in these 50 years
and Tungting Lake froze twice.
Snow and ice were very frequent
in tropical China. The recorded
blooming dates for peaches, apri
cots, cloves and cherry-apples in
Shashih, Hupeh, for the years
1608-1617 were 7 to 10 days later
than for present-day Wuchang not
far away. Phonological records
from Peking for the years 1653-
1655 are also one or two weeks

later than at present.

According to the diary kept by
the well-known writer Tan Chien,
the canal at Tientsin was frozen
on November 18, 1653; as it
Was not navigable he had to take
a cart to Peking. On his return
journey in 1656, the canal opened
at Peking on March fifth. From this
We can estimate a frozen period of
107 days, compared with 56 days
i^ow, and that Peking's winters
Were about 2° C colder in the

i^iddle of the 17th century than
flow.

During the Ching dynasty (1644-
1911) records of precipitation were
kept at Peking, Nanking, Hang-
chow and Soochow. From the
average date of the first snowfall

autumn and the last one in
spring we can conclude that the
period 1801-1850 was warmer than
the preceding period, 1750-1800,
^iid the 1851-1900 period that
followed. This agrees with the
<lata in the preceding section.
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Enter Scientific Instruments

Thermometers were introduced
into China in the 17th century soon
after their invention in Italy. Pe
king, Shanghai and Tientsin have
the longest records of air tempera
ture in China. Shanghai's begin in
1873. Winter temperatures were
low in Shanghai during the last 25
years of the 19th century. They
reached their mean around 1897

and then stayed above it for about
14 years, again dipping below the
mean from 1910 to 1928, After that

they increased, reaching 0.6° C over
the mean in 1945-1950. Following
that they gradually decreased,
reaching the mean again in 1960.

The winter temperature trend in
Tientsin during this period was
similar to that in Shanghai, but the
high and low points came a few
years earlier and with greater
spread. On the other hand, the
high and low points on the curve
for Hongkong came after those for
Shanghai, and with a smaller tem
perature range. Up and down
swings of 0.5° to 1° C in
Shanghai's temperature in these
80 years have had a direct in
fluence on agricultural production
through affecting the growth of
plants and animals. There has also
been an indirect influence through
helping control insect pests and
fungus diseases and general effects
on farm work.

Temperature fluctuations in
China during the last 80 years have
affected the snow liue and the ad

vance and retreat of glaciers in the

Tienshan Mountains. The Glacier
and Snow Survey Expedition of the
Chinese Academy of Sciences has
found that as a result of the in
crease in temperature during the
50 years 1910-1960 the snow line
there has risen 40-50 m. and the
glacier tongues have retreated 500-
1,000 m. in the western Tienshans
and 200-400 m. in the eastern Tien
shans. The timber line has also
risen. Fresh terminal moraines
have been discovered that are
clearly distinct from ancient ones
in degree of weathering and in de
velopment of soil and vegetation.
We may consider these glaciers as
created within historical times

(probably during the Little Ice Age
of 1100-1900) and not the remnants
of the earlier Quaternary glacier
age.

This preliminary study points to
the following tentative conclusions:

(1) During the first 2,000 of the
last 5,000 years, that is, from the
primitive gens period of the Yang-
shao culture to the slave society of
the Yin site at Anyang, most of the
time the mean annual temperature
was about 2° C higher than now,
with the mean January tempera
ture probably 3° to 5° C higher than
now.

(2) That in the period that
followed there was a series of up
ward and downward swings with
an amplitude of 1° to 2° C and that
cold periods appeared around 1000
B.C. and A.D. 400, 1200 and 1700.

(3) Within each major cycle of
400-800 years there can be discern
ed minor cycles of 50-100 years
with an amplitude of 0.5° to 1° C.

(4) The coldest period of these
cycles seems to propagate from the
Pacific coast of east Asia westward

to the Atlantic coast of Europe and
Africa, and there is a simultaneous
tendency to propagate from north
to south.

Comparison of temperature fluc
tuations since the 3rd century in
European countries with those in
China shows they are related, with
those in Europe following China in
each cycle. Since the rise and fall
of the snow line bears a definite

(Continued on p. 37)
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Teach Blossom Spring'
and RealityVi1«-.4UU 'A •

IN "A Visit to Peach Blossom
Spring", a famous piece by the

fifth-century poet Tao Yuan-ming,
a fisherman went up a stream in
his boat and found himself in a
place with peach trees in. blossom
on both banks. Beyond the orchard
he reached a spring, the source of
the stream. He climbed a hill and
found a small opening in it through
which he saw a faint light. Passing
through the opening he came out
into a wide valley entirely cut off
from the outside world with "land
level and broad, farmhouses neatly
arranged, fertile fields, beautiful
ponds and groves of bamboo and
mulberry".

The people there told him that
their ancestors, seeking to escape
the continual wars of the feudal
kings and princes, had fled to this
place several hundred years be
fore. Their men farmed the land
and the women wove cloth. Fol
lowing nature, they led a simple,
happy life free from oppression or
exploitation of man by man. The
people all vied to invite the fisher
man to their homes, where they fed
him on chicken and wine. After he
returned to the outside world,
neither the fisherman nor anyone
else could over find the place again.

The name Peach Blossom Spring
has become the synonym in China
for a Utopian retreat. Though
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Peach Blossom Spring described by
the poet had no existence except in
his imagination, it has become part
of folklore. For more than a

thousand years a beautiful place on
the Yuankiang River in Taoyuan
(Peach Spring) county, Hunan
province, has been identified with
the tale. It has been placed on the
list of cultural sites which, since
liberation, have been singled out
for preservation and allocated
funds for upkeep.

WHEN the peach trees were in
bloom last spring I visited the

Peach Blossom Spring People's
Commune there. On a hill covered
with green bamboo and populated

An old couple visits their daughter-in-law.

Staff Reporter

by thousands of singing birds I
found the "ancient opening"
through which only one man can
pass at a time. Beyond the open
ing lies a valley that, except for
the absence of houses, is indeed
such as described by the poet.

When one climbs to the top of
the hill itself the fields of the

Peach Blossom Spring commune
unroll before one like a painted
scroll, crisscrossed with irrigation
channels and ribboned by the
Yuankiang River. That day tractors
were turning under a crop in pur
plish-red bloom to enrich the soil.
Commune members were applying
insecticide to the rapeseed which
was in full golden flower. Beyond
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lay the buildings of the commune
office, its farm machinery factory,
its processing mill for grain and
sideline products, its hospital,
school and store.

Later, at the commune's Peach
Blossom production brigade, when
I mentioned the old tale about

happy life here to Tang Hsiao-chen,
the smile on her face faded. "The

happy life in that story was only
a poet's dream," she said. "Before
liberation how could people here
treat a guest to chicken! In those
days we had nothing to feed chick
ens in the morning and nothing
for the mice to steal at night. We
lived on turnips.

"When I was seven I went out

begging with my mother," con
tinued Tang Hsiao-chen, now an
energetic woman in her fifties.
"When I married into this family,
life was just as hard. My husband
and I, his parents and his younger
brother all lived in a straw hut half

the size of my present kitchen. We
built this tile-roofed house we live

in now with wood distributed to

us in the land reform.

"One hundred ninety families
lived at the foot of Peach Blossom

Hill and eight out of ten of them
worked as hired hands or day la
borers for three landlords. A total

of 105 people didn't have any way
to live except hiring themselves out
on occasional jobs or going begging
as we did."

On top of being exploited by the
landlords, the peasants here suffer
ed at the hands of the Kuomintang
government — from exhorbitant
taxes and forced conscription. Be
tween the end of the Japanese oc

After work: a game and the spectators.

cupation and the liberation in 1949,
more than 30 young men were con
scripted from this small village.
There are a number of men in the

commune who cut off fingers or
blinded an eye to avoid being con
scripted by the reactionary govern
ment.

Tang Hsiao-chen went on to tell
about the life of the people now.
An average of 300 kg. of rice per
year is allotted every person by the
commune. They have enough
meat, fish, timber and tea for their
everyday needs from the brigade's
pig farm, fish pond, groves and
tea processing shop. "We wouldn't
have to buy anything except salt
outside if we didn't want to," she
said. Today's reality in Peach
Blossom Spring far surpasses the
poet's dream. Is it, however, the
haven from struggle described in
the legend? In the story of Aunt
Hsiao I found the answer.

VERYBODY in the commune

^ knows about Aunt Hsiao.
When she was very young, her
father, a farm laborer too poor to
support his family, gave her out
as a child bride, which meant she
was actually a household slave.
After liberation her older brother,
who had been active politically,
became head of the village. In
1951 during the land reform Hsiao
Chun-chih, then aged 12, would go
out with him all day, enthusiasti
cally explaining the policies of the
Communist Party and carrying on
the struggle against the landlords.
She was soon elected a group
leader in the Peasants' Association.
As the Marriage Law provided for
free choice in marriage, a woman

forced to marry in her childhood
could get a divorce. So, ignoring
the gossip of those who still had
feudal ideas, Hsiao Chun-chih
freed herself from her forced
marriage. Later she married Wu
Ko-teh, head of the local militia,
who is now Party secretary of their
commune brigade.

Unfortunately, after her eman
cipation, Hsiao Chun-chih began
to change. Liu Shao-chi was pro
moting a revisionist line which
stressed getting rich individually,
and Aunt Hsiao fell under its
influence. The landlords were
overthrown, she thought, and
everything was all right. From
now on one should think more
about increasing the income of
one's own family and fix up a
better life for oneself. She became

annoyed that her husband was so
busy with work for the collective
and not thinking much about the
welfare of his own family. Once
when he came home late from a
meeting she locked him out. The
villagers were sorry to see such a
change come over her.

In 1968 Aunt Hsiao built a new

house and had a big party to
celebrate its completion. Before
the guests her father began telling
about the life of suffering and
hardship he had led as a farmhand
before the liberation. "We never

want those days to come back
again," he said, as his narrative
led him to a criticism of the "I've

got mine" philosophy that had
taken hold of his daughter's mind
and diverted her from the socialist
road. Aunt Hsiao broke into tears

and hid herself behind the mos
quito net.
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Peach Blossom Hill — today's reality surpasses the poet's dream.

Some of the builders at rest.
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An incident the following year
woke Aunt Hsiao to the fact that

class struggle still existed and was
impossible to escape. A hidden
counter-revolutionary attempted to
murder her husband. She became

the old Hsiao Chun-chih of land

reform days, full of drive and a
brave fighter, once again active in
meetings, criticizing the revision
ist line and studying Marxist-
Leninist and Chairman Mao's

works in night classes. In 1970 she
was accepted into the Communist
Party. Later she was elected a
member of the brigade Party com
mittee and put in charge of work
among the women.

In 1971 Aunt Hsiao volunteered

to go to work in a team that was
behind the others in production.
She found out that it was because

some of the members were rather
backward in their thinking. With
deep proletarian class feeling, she
talked to them about her own ex

perience and helped them see the
correct relationship between the
individual and the collective. She

organized trips for the commune
members to other places to learn
how they grew two crops of rice a
year. She was a determined and
capable woman and her action
mobilized the people around her.
Last year the team used more
scientific methods and worked in

the spirit of self-reliance, made
famous by the Tachai brigade in
Shansi province, to plant two crops
of rice. Thus they were able to

get 6 tons per hectare of land com
pared with 2.25 tons before.

When I met Aunt Hsiao, she
talked freely about how the change
came about in her thinking. "How
I hate Liu Shao-chi's revisionist

line!" she said. "Chairman Mao

is right in saying that class struggle
still exists in socialist society. We
must not slacken our vigilance. If
we do not overcome the bourgeois
thinking in our minds, it will lead
us away from the path of social-

T N the old poet's tale people
could get along beautifully by

just following nature, but Wu Ko-
teh, the brigade's Party secretary,
says it isn't so. "If you want to
change the face of the earth, you
can't just leave everything to
heaven," he observed as he took
me about the fields. "For genera
tions we grew only one crop of
rice a year because we have only
228 frost-free days a year, and we
need 270 days for two crops." The
excitement showed in his voice as

he went on, "Our brigade's agricul
ture technical station began mak
ing synthetic antibiotics which
stimulate growth, help the plant to
fix more nitrogen and control pests.
The station also promoted a lot of
new techniques of scientific farm
ing. Now we get two crops of rice
a year and a crop of wheat off the
same field. Look at those rice
shoots over there in the seedling
beds. We're able to sprout the

Synthetic antibiotics being produced by the brigade's agriculture technical station.

seeds two weeks earlier by soaking
them in a solution which makes

them more resistant to the cold."

Scientific farming has helped
the entire Peach Blossom Spring
commune to raise its over-all yield
per hectare from 2.25 tons to over
5.25 tons, and 10 of its 76 produc
tion teams had over 7.5 tons per
hectare.

The Peach Blossom brigade's
land fronts on a canal 45 meters
wide and nearly 2 kilometers long.
"It was the formation of the peo
ple's commune," observed Wu Ko-
teh, "that made it possible to con
struct this canal." The commune,
he said, provided a labor force of
4,000 which worked through two
winters to dig the canal and build
its eight-meter-high embankments.

The commune also built three
400,000-cubic-meter reservoirs on
Peach Blossom Hill. Channels
winding around the hill conduct
water from them to 600 ponds. In
the past there was a saying, "Three
sunny days in succession are
enough to dry up the fields", but
last year even a 100-day drought
did not faze the commune. It was
able to increase its total grain out
put by 900 tons.

We passed a group of commune
members putting up piers for an
aqueduct over the canal. When it
is finished, water from the hill will
flow over and across the canal to
irrigate the fields beyond.

In the old tale, the people of
Peach Blossom Spring had begged
the fisherman not to tell anyone
about them, for they did not want
to share their peace and content
ment with the outside world. Not
so the people of the real Peach
Blossom^ Spring. Wu told me that
the Shuihsi River used to back up
and flood 330 hectares of high-
yielding fields belonging to other
brigades in the commune. On its
own initiative, Peach Blossom
brigade gave up 20 hectares of its
best paddy fields so that a canal
could be dug to change the course
of the river.

"Members of our brigade were
•willing to give up that land," Wu
said, "so that more grain can be
grown for building socialism."

CHINA RECONSTRUCTS



KOREA'S famous Mansudae Art
Troupe from Pyongyang tour

ed China last May and June, per
forming the revolutionary opera
The Flower Girl and various
Korean songs and dances. Their
superb performances won enthusi
astic applause everywhere.

The opera The Flower Girl is
based on a famous play of the
same name. Taking place in pre-
liberation Korea, the story re
counts the misfortunes of the
heroine Ggot Bun and her family
in a vivid exposure of the sharp
class antagonism between the
poverty-stricken peasants and the
landlords.

Because the father could not
repay the two pecks of grain he
had borrowed from the landlord,
his entire family was forced to
Work for him. Ggot Bun's father
died from exhaustion in a farm
hands' hut, hatred in his heart.
Her little sister was blinded when
the landlord's wife pushed her
against a pot of boiling herbs. Her
brother tried to avenge this
nionstrous injustice and was taken
away to prison. With no way to
repay the debt, her mother had to
become a servant in the landlord s
house, where overwork made her
Seriously ill.

Now Ggot Bun, in order to earn
money to buy medicine for her
mother, sold flowers in the streets
at night after working all day long
in the landlord's house. Later,
When she was brewing the medi-
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Dance "Motherland's
Chindallae". Sketch
by Chen Yu-hsien

cine at home, the landlord inter
fered — and her mother died with
out the medicine.

Ggot Bun decided her last hope
was to see her brother in prison.
After trudging 350 kilometers
through every kind of hardship,
she was told by the prison guards
that her brother was dead. Now
the girl's last hope was to get back
to her little blind sister. It was full
winter when she at last stumbled
into the village — only to find that
her sister was missing. The
heavier the oppression, the deeper
the misery. But, wherever there
is oppression, there is resistance.
The spark of hatred in Ggot Bun's
heart could not be put out. The
girl stood up and fought back.

Chinese audiences know the
story of The Flower Girl well
through the color film of the same
name and thus felt particularly at
home with the Korean troupe s
performance. A member of the
China-Korea Friendship commune
outside of Peking said, 'The
miseries of Ggot Bun's family were
the common experience of both
the Chinese and the Korean peo
ple. The Flower Girl proves that
the only way slaves can become
free is by taking the road of rev
olution." A Peking worker point
ed out that "in our long years of
revolutionary struggles, our two
militant peoples have forged a
(Continued on lower half of p. 26)

Korean dancers on the stage.
Sketch by Li Ke-yu
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Ggot Bun — the heroine.

The Snake Charmers' Dance.
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Furiously Ggot Buu fights back against the lanillord.

The Khatak Dance.
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Flowers of the revolution bloom everywhere.

The Bhungra Dance.
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There have been friendly trade
and cultural contacts between

the peoples of China and Pakistan
for over two thousand years. It
was through the northern part of
Lahore that the Old Silk Road

passed. This year, as the Pakistan
National Dance Ensemble arrived

in Peking just before International
Workers' Day on May 1, its leader,
Zia Mohyeddin, told his Chinese
hosts, "The friendship between the
peoples of Pakistan and China is

as beautiful as the spring flowers.
. . . We are trying to express not
only our best in technique, but our
hearts. We are offering our peo
ple's sincerest feelings."

From different angles, many of
the program items reflected the
centuries of work and struggle of
the people of Pakistan and their
heroic defence of their national
dignity and sovereignty. The force
ful movements of the "Khatak

Dance", for example, expressed the

Korean dance "Celebrating the Bumper Harvest".
Sketch by Chen Yu-hsien
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The Kathak (a tale) Dance
Sketch by Chen Yu-hsien
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people's bravery in resisting
foreign aggression. Originating in
the scenic Khyber Pass region, it is
one of Pakistan's best-known folk
dances and is performed entirely
by young men. Time after time in
history, the people of the Khyber
region have driven back foreign
attempts to conquer and colonize
them. Beginning with the thunder
of war drums, the dance portrays
the people's strength and fighting
spirit. The performance was an

Korean Revolutionary Art
solid friendship and sealed it with
our blood. We will always fight
shoulder to shoulder together and
win together."

Sharp and clear political content
is not enough — a work of art
must also have high artistic form.
The revolutionary opera The
Flower Girl has both. Its superb
stage craft made a tremendous im
pact on audiences. To build up the
characters of Ggot Bun and her
family on the stage, the Korean
artists worked with meticulous
care to mobilize every possible
technique of literature, song,
dance, music, costume, scenery and
acting.

CHINA RECONSTRUCTS
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The Sindhi Dance

exciting and inspiring experience
for Chinese audiences.

In the pulsating "Sindhi Dance",
the peasants celebrate a good
harvest. In the "Fishermen's
Dance", audiences caught the joy
of the fishermen over a good catch,
skilful characterization depicting
the life and work of the fishermen

along Pakistan's coast. The famous
dancer, Perveen Qassim, drew
Warm applause for her exquisite

Many of the songs and dances
presented by the troupe came out
of the Korean people's fine revolu
tionary tradition. They revealed
the Korean people's heroic spirit
^nd the revolutionary optimism
Which dares to fight and win.

"Motherland's Chindallae" was a
^snce based on the armed struggle
Against Japanese imperialism. It
portrayed Korean People's Revolu
tionary Army soldiers under Com-
o^ander Kim II Sung fighting their

into Korea — where they
^ore deeply touched by the beauti-
^^1 chindallae flowers standing so
staunchly in the snow and bitter-
^old wind. Women guerrilla fight-
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Sketch by Li Ke-yu
The Fishermen's Dance

Sketch by Li Ke-yu

"Kathak (a tale) Dance", a classical
form of dancing several thousand
years old.

The ensemble's orchestra uses

traditional Pakistani instruments,
adapting typical rhythms and
melodies of Pakistani folk music to
enhance the national tone of the

performances.

Many Chinese dancers came to
learn, and the members of the
Pakistani ensemble skipped rest

ers, moved by the beauty of the
mountains and rivers of their

homeland, lovingly pick up hand-
fuls of their native soil.

The troupe's choirs and soloists
sang Korean folksongs with gen
uine feeling. "Our Leader Is with
Us Forever", "Most Beautiful, Our
Motherland" and "Ballad of Spring
Plowing" demonstrated the deep
love of the Korean people for their
great leader Kim II Sung and the
Korean Workers' Party, and prais
ed the tireless labor of the working
people in building a socialist moth
erland.

The excellence of the Mansudae
Art Troupe's performances clearly

periods to teach them. To express
friendship for the Chinese people,
the famous musician Salamet
Hossain played a number of Chi'
nese songs on the hansuri (flute)
and other traditional instruments.

Pakistani singers noted down in
Urdu the pronunciation of words in
Chinese songs and practiced them
many'times a day. When they sang
them at performances, Chinese
audiences were always enthusi
astic.

showed the remarkable, achieve

ments of Korean culture and art

under the guidance of Comrade
Kim II Sung's thinking on revolu
tionary art. They helped the
Chinese people to a deeper under
standing of the revolutionary spirit
of the Korean people. In addition,
Chinese artists learned much from

their Korean colleagues.

During their tour of China, the
Korean artists visited factories
and communes, where they work
ed, sang and danced together -with
Chinese workers and peasants—•
a warm expression of the depth
of the Chinese and Korean peo
ples' friendship.
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Ma Ming of the Ma Wan-shui Team.

• % - * ,'..I.W. .' -4 •«», ,

-•- . . if T.-,/V T-/

- PI*.:-" -v^'-

.4-^

• 'v.. " .'• ' •'j •..):•

' •> ' • ' t "• .• "j• ,.'

-, • -. \>.\ *••."> ; •.
. . V 'i -1,. •• ••.':! A'S*

.-r^

VANGUARD MINER

Good news!" the voice on the
phone said. "The Ma Wan-

shui Engineering Team just set an
other national iron mine record —

tunnelling 1,567.3 meters this
month!" I put the receiver down
and decided to go there at once.

The team works in the Lungyen
Iron Mine in Hopei province.
Formed in 1949, it has kept up a
tradition of hard work and con

stantly setting new records. The
phone call had announced their
17th.

Underground at the mine, I
made several turns, passed through
the last long tunnel and arrived at
the team's work face. Ma Ming,
the team's leader, turned his drill
over to another worker and greet
ed me. "We added 400 meters to
last year's record," he told me
proudly. "We felt so good about
it that we re working twice as
hard!" The drills around me seem
ed to be roaring with a new feroci
ty. On the track, men were laugh
ing as they loaded the ore.

"The record didn't come easily."
Ma Ming told me. Soon after the
month's work began they ran into
extremely hard rock. The drill
turned but refused to go deeper.
An alloy bit lasted for only two
holes. Putting their heads togeth
er, the miners worked out new
drilling and blasting methods.
Their initiative and creativity also
helped overcome problems such as
too much useless stone in the work
face, not enough mechanized
loaders, and twisting ore veins.

china reconstructs



These problems solved, the work
went faster and belter.

"Hard-working comrades who
aren't afraid of difficulties," Ma

Ming said. "That's why we can
establish new records. Now we're

racing toward a higher target." His
courage, confidence and heroic
spirit made me think of Ma Wan-
shui.

Hard Beginning

Ma Wan-shui was the founder of
the team and its first leader. I
met him back in 1959 when they
had just set four national records
in less than a year and broken the
national iron mine tunnelling rec
ord foi" the ninth time. At the end
of a tunnel I saw a middle-aged
man in a safety helmet, drilling
with all his effort, his two-meter
drill biting into the hard rock. He
had large eyes, a firm and spirited
look. This was Ma Wan-shui.

Ma Wan-shui had lived in two
societies. At 14 he was apprenticed
to a house painter but rarely found
work after he finished his appren
ticeship. At 18 he entered a coal
mine and toiled there for eight
years. The scars on his back and
the varicose veins on his legs caus
ed by standing long hours in the

Our Correspondent

underground water were the mark
of the dark society's cruel exploita
tion. Liberation, under the Com
munist Party, gave him a new life.
He and other workers became
masters of the mine. In 1949 the
Party assigned him the job of lead
ing the fifth tunnelling team at
the Lungyen mine.

Standing on top of a hill, Ma
Wan-shui saw the area overrun

with briers and brambles. Pit
entrances had collapsed. There
was no electricity, ventilation or

SEPTEMBER 1973

water for tunnelling. Most of the
18 members of his group were new
workei's. But like Ma, they had
gone through the brutal hardships
of the old society and were eager
to put the mine back into produc
tion as soon as possible. The lib
eration war was still going on in
the south where class brothei'S like

themselves were waiting for free
dom. Both the front and the rear

needed steel. They decided not to
wait for equipment and materials
from the state but to rely on them
selves and their own hard work.

Ma Wan-shui divided the team

into several shifts. Having no
pneumatic drills, they began with
12-pound hammers and hand drills.
The clanging broke the mine's
silence of many years and echoed
in the tunnels. In June the next

year they set their first national
tunnelling record — 23.7 meters a
month without mechanical drills.

The team was commended as a

nationwide model and named the

"Ma Wan-shui Team".

As the nation's industry devel
oped, the team received more
machines and workers. Its tunnel

ling capacity increased. Work con
ditions improved, but the miners
continued their tradition of hard

work. The team stood various

trials — earth faults, underground
water and collapsing tunnels —
and grew stronger with each trial.
It met its target for the First Five-
Year Plan (1953-57) in three years
and four months. In the Second

Five-Year Plan (1958-62) it took
them only two years and a month.

Everyone was shocked when
doctors found that Ma Wan-shui

had cancer. One day in August
1961, Ma Ming and other team
comrades went to see him in the

hospital. When they told him that
they had reached a tunnelling rate
of 628 meters a month, he grasped
Ma Ming's hand and said, "Not
enough! We must hit 1,000 meters
and make a greater contribution to
the country!" Ma Wan-shui died
the next day, but his last words
were engraved in the miners'
hearts, driving them forward.

Breaking 1,000 Meters

By continuing to improve its
working methods and transport
equipment, in the next three years
the team broke the national record

three more times. When the state

called for opening new mines in
remote areas, the team went to a
plateau in the northwest in 1964 to
help tunnel a new mine. Braving

Team leaders discuss their study of Marxism-Leninism.



the rai'ified air and severe cold of

the plateau, the men broke their
own record again.

Back in the Lungyen Iron Mine
in 1970, the team forged to the
lead in answering Chairman Mao's
call for developing the mining in
dustry, and threw itself into the
struggle for turning out more iron
ore. On behalf of the team, Ma
Ming, now the new leader, propos
ed raising the monthly target to
over 1,000 meters.

Late one night the team's office
was still lighted. Workers, mine
leaders and engineers sat dis
cussing ways to fulfill the plan.
"I've talked it over with the men,"
Ma Ming said. "They're all con
fident. Sure, there are difficulties,
but they have never stopped our
team. So long as we keep to the
tradition of hard work and at the

same time are resourceful in work

ing methods, we will make the
target."

Mutual help to speed production
was the driving motive in the tun
nels in April last year. After
drilling, the tunnellers helped load.
Loaders helped lay track for the
cars. When the tunnellers came to
a layer of clay slate, speed dropped

A mechanical ore loader.

from 1.5 meters to 0.7 per shift.
Ma Ming asked the advice of
veteran miners and drillers and

together they worked out new
blasting methods — new angles
and positions in drilling, and
using different amounts of explo
sives. This not only solved the
problem but raised speed to more
than three meters per shift. A
month of hard struggle around the
clock realized the late team

leader's wish — 1,226.5 meters a
month!

Continuing to Advance

The team did not relax with its

success but strived to make new

contributions. With a new target
of 1,500 meters, they kept on im
proving the tunnelling technology
and equipment. Experience had
taught them that the mechanical
loaders were important in tun
nelling speed. But the loaders they
were using were old and ineffi

cient. They took 4 or 5 scoops to
fill a car.

The team decided to set up a
renovating group and sent a man
to the Shanghai Coal Mining

Research Institute to get a set of
drawings for a coal loader which
they used as a model. Out of a
month's hard work came the first

rebuilt loader. But it turned out

to be even less efficient than the

old one, taking more than 8 scoops
to fill a car. Moreover, the loader's
steel cable wore out quicldy.

People began to say that coal
loaders could never be used as a

model in iron mines. But the ren

ovating group did not give up.
"Men can conquer machines!" they
insisted. They redesigned the
scoop angle, made it heavier, and
added pulleys to speed the steel
cable. Another month of experi
ment and improvement finally
gave them loaders that filled a car
with one scoop.

While all this was going on, the
team also organized a permanent
group for maintenance and repair
and rational readjustment of man
power. As a result, its tunnelling
rate rose to 1,567.3 meters a month.

Ma Ming and his comrades told
some visitors to the mine, "Revolu
tion demands constant advance.

So we keep setting new targets for
ourselves."

Translation for LANGUAGE

CORNER Exercise

Warm Concern

One morning a middle-aged

man came to the home of the

five children. On entering, even

before he put down his satchel,

he said warmly, "I'm a barber.

If I can't help you do anything

else I'll cut your hair for you."

As he cut he told them about

his wife's painful life in the past
when she was an orphan, teach

ing the children not to forget

the bitterness of the old society

and encouraging them to study

hard and be Chairman Mao's

good children. When he was

about to go he enjoined the chil

dren, "At Spring Festival I'll

come again. Be sure to wait for
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A New Method for Treating
Ectopic Pregnancy

IN 1958 I began to cooperate with
doctors of traditional Chinese

medicine in order to find out how
we could handle ectopic (extra-
uterine) pregnancy without sur
gery. Chairman Mao had long em
phasized that "Chinese medicine
and pharmacology are a great
treasure-house, and efforts should

be made to explore them and raise
them to a higher level". Medical
workers across China were eagerly
learning from experienced tradi
tional doctors.

A joint group of Chinese- and
western-school doctors was formed
in the obstetrics department which
I head at the First Teaching Hospi
tal of Shansi Medical College. We
invited the old and respected Dr. Li
Han-ching from the Shansi Prov
ince Institute of Traditional Chi
nese Medicine to help us.

Since our major subject was how
to treat ectopic pregnancy, we
started with its most common
form — tubal pregnancy. If the fal
lopian tube is badly formed or has
been narrowed by disease, the fer
tilized egg sometimes cannot reach
the uterus, and therefore lodges
and grows in the tube. The de
veloping fetus ruptures the tube
and causes peritoneal hemorrhage.
In severe cases, the patient has
acute pain and shock. If not treat
ed in time, she may die.

Our department had handled
many such cases with the western
method, surgically removing the
ruptured tube, the fetus, blood
mass and other blood in the ab
dominal cavity. The results were

YU TSAI-CHI i.s the head of the Ob-
slelfic.s Department at the First Teaching
Hospital of Sliansi Medical College, Tai-
yuan, Shansi province.
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fairly good, but there wore still
problems. Aside from causing pain,
the operation reduced the chances
of future pregnancy and could not
prevent complications such as
pelvic inflammatory disease and
intestinal adhesions. Moreover,
many of our patients came from
mountain areas where transport
difficulties aggravated their condi
tion and delayed treatment. For
these reasons we wanted to find a

way to avoid surgery.

I went to consult Dr. Li. Western

medicine and traditional medicine

have different theoretical founda

tions. They have different names,

causes and treatment for the same
diseases. I described the condition

of the patient to him and took him
to our hospital to examine the pa
tient and watch the operation
procedure. Dr. Li identified our
"ectopic pregnancy" as traditional
medicine's "blood congestion in the
lower abdomen", a condition which
could be cured without surgery.
Medicinal herbs taken orally, he
said, would help "get rid of the
blood congestion and activate the
blood". In the language of western
medicine, the herbs dissolved the
blood mass with the dead fetus and

stimulated blood circulation so that

it absorbed blood clots.

Doctors of western and traditional Chinese medicine (author on
the right) discuss the theory of treating ectopic pregnancy.
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Learning Through Practice

As a western-trained doctor, I
thought such a theory and method
strange. It was true that when I
was a child, traditional doctors had
cured me with herbs. But ectopic
pregnancy? I doubted that Chinese
medicine could cure it without bad

effects.

Nevertheless, I reminded myself
that Dr. Li had practiced for 50
years. I remembered the wonderful
achievements I had seen at a na
tional exhibition on the combina

tion of western and traditional Chi
nese medicine. I recalled that

Chairman Mao and the Party Cen
tral Committee had repeatedly ad
vised western-trained doctors to

learn traditional Chinese medicine.
Somehow, the possibility of curing
ectopic pregnancy seemed less
doubtful.

Obviously, western-trained med
ical workers could no longer
stumble around outside the treas
ure-house of traditional Chinese
medicine without the courage to go
in. Chairman Mao tells us that "all
genuine knowledge originates in
direct experience". Therefore, with
constant practice, analysis and a
higher level of understanding, we
could certainly .develop a better
method of treating ectopic preg
nancy by combining western and
traditional Chinese medicine.

It was with such confidence that
my western-trained colleagues
and I had begun our cooperation
with traditional Chinese doctors.
When a patient with an ectopic
pregnancy was admitted to our
hospital, we held joint conferences
to diagnose the case and decide on
the treatment. First we applied
the non-surgical method to the
simpler, less complicated cases.

In December 1958, a young ac
tress playing the female warrior
role in Honan opera was admitted
with an ectopic pregnancy. She
had suffered twice from shock.
Though a large amount of blood
from the ruptured fallopian tube
had coagulated in the abdominal
cavity, her condition had stabilized.
She was afraid that a scar on her
abdomen would hinder free move
ment in her acting and begged us
not to operate.

It was the first case in which we
were trying the non-surgical
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method. We were not sure of our

selves. After a thoroughgoing
examination and laboratory tests,
we followed Dr. Li's advice to treat

the case with traditional Chinese
medicine. But to ensure the safety
of the patient, we were prepared
for prompt surgery and blood
transfusion if necessary. A month
after we had given the patient oral
Chinese medicine, the blood mass
in the abdominal cavity had disap
peared and normal menstruation
had begun again. When she was
dismissed from the hospital, we
were even happier than she was. In
the next three years, our group
handled 33 similar cases without
surgery, all successfully.

Could the non-surgical method
be used in cases where rupture of
the fallopian tube had caused pro
fuse internal .hemorrhage and
shock? We began to analyze our
clinical experience with this in
mind.

In May 1961, a teacher with an
ectopic pregnancy came to the
hospital. Massive internal hemor
rhage had brought on severe shock.
We gave her blood transfusion,
glucose-saline and oxygen, laying
the ground for treatment with Chi
nese medicine. Members of our
group took turns watching her day
and night, administering Chinese
medicine and checking pulse and
blood pressure. Seventy-year-old
Dr. Li also came to the ward and
sat with us to watch changes
closely.

The patient s condition improved
and she finally recovered. One
year after she left the hospital, she
gave birth to a baby son at full
term. By chance, six months later
she was admitted again for an ap
pendectomy. We found no remains
of the blood mass in her abdomen
nor any trace of secondary compli
cations such as adhesions. Such a
remarkable result encouraged us to
explore ways of treating even com
plicated types of ectopic pregnancy
without surgery.

Progress Through Struggle

While we were going ahead
along Chairman Mao's line in med
icine, Liu Shao-chi's revisionist
line disrupted our work. Liu Shao-
chi and his followers in the health
departments took a completely

negative attitude toward tradi
tional Chinese medicine. "It is not

scientific," they claimed, and used
their official positions to try to
break up our group.

We also had to overcome wrong
ideas in our own minds. When an
ectopic pregnancy case got worse
and someone made unfavorable re
marks about our work, we wanted
to retreat. "Let's quit," we would
think. "When surgery is so simple,
why should we look for trouble?"

We wavered, but the Communist
Party, our colleagues and patients
believed in us and supported us. At
the Institute of Traditional Chinese
Medicine, together with Dr. Li, we
studied Chairman Mao and the
Party Central Committee's policy
and directives on the cooperation
of doctors of both schools in study
ing China's medical heritage and
creating a new system of medicine.
We collected documents and ref
erence material on the subject and
discussed the achievements made
in the entire country in this field.
The more we discussed, the more
convinced we became that the path
we were taking was correct.

The slanders against China's
traditional medicine and unity be
tween the western-trained and
traditional Chinese doctors were
wrong. Indignantly we recalled
the evil consequences in the old so
ciety of the antagonism between
the two schools of medicine engi
neered by foreign imperialists and
domestic reactionaries. An old
Chinese proverb says, "The over
turned cart in front serves as a
warning to the carts behind." We
doctors of both schools should not
allow ourselves to be duped again.

What should our attitude be
toward such a sharp two-line strug
gle? Should we dare to blaze a new
trail, or play safe and avoid blame?
If personal interest is the only con
sideration, why should Dr. Norman
Bethune have come thousands of
miles to help China in her anti-
Japanese war and give his life to
the cause?

We discussed these problems
while we studied Chairman Mao's
In Memory of Norman Bethune.
The more we studied and dis
cussed, the deeper we understood
Chairman Mao's words, "This
question of *for whom?* is funda-
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The author tells the causes and treatment of

ectopic pregnancy to a group of "barefoot doctors"
in the countryside near Tatyuan, Shansi province.

mental; it is a question of prin
ciple." If we really wanted to ex
plore China's medical treasure-
house in order to benefit the peo
ple, we would forget personal gain
or loss.

One day a commune member
with an ectopic pregnancy came to
the hospital. She had had repeated
shock. With paralytic intestinal
obstructions, she had had no bowel
movement for five days. Unable to
release gas, her abdomen was swol
len like a drum.

According to the western meth
od, we should operate at once to
remove the blood mass in the ab
dominal cavity and reduce the
pressure. But a laboratory test
showed that the red blood cells had
dropped to one-fifth normal. This
Would make surgery dangerous
because blood coagulation would
occur with blood transfusion.

A joint conference of western
and traditional Chinese doctors de
cided first to give her Chinese
medicine through a stomach tube.
This would strengthen her gastro
intestinal functions. A few hours
later, the patient passed a great
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amount of gas, reducing her pain.
Then we gave herbs to help get rid
of the blood congestion and stimu
late circulation. The blood mass in

the abdominal cavity was soon ab
sorbed. The woman left the hospi
tal in 40 days.

Initial Achievements

In the past 15 years the western
and traditional Chinese doctors in

our group have worked closely to
gether to diagnose cases, solve
problems, analyze our experience
and increase our knowledge and
skill. In the process, we have tried
to assimilate the strong points of
both schools. We have treated

ectopic pregnancy mainly with
Chinese medicine. But we have

also adopted the modern western
method of treating shock and tech
niques of examination with punc
tures, laboratory tests and super
sonic devices.

By combining western and tradi
tional Chinese medicine, we have
cured more than 600 cases {90 per
cent) of ectopic pregnancy of
various types with the non-surgical
method. Since the cultural revolu

tion, Chairman Mao's revolution
ary line in the medical and health
sphere has been carried out more
effectively. The treatment of many
diseases with a combination of
western and traditional Chinese
medicine has spread in China, and
this has included the non-surgical
treatment of ectopic pregnancy.

These are only initial achieve
ments. New problems have arisen.
For instance, in a few cases, the
fetus continues to live for a time

in the abdominal cavity. How to
handle this without surgery and
control intraperitoneal hemor
rhage? To scientifically analyze the
valuable clinical experience in
treating ectopic pregnancy with
Chinese medicine and systematize
it as part of the emerging new
medicine still requires prolonged
efforts.

Worker Liu Pao-lien take.«; her daughter
to the hospital to express her thanks. One
of her fallopian tubes had been severed
in surgery. Four years later, in her second
ectopic pregnancy, her ability to bear
children had been saved with the non-
operative method.
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Defying the bitter cold, reclaimers attack the wasteland.
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A good soybean harvest.

Across the Land

Recent School Graduates

in the

'Great Northern Wilds'

In. northeastern Heilungkiang province is a

100,000-square-kilometer area of swampy
plain known as the "Great Northern Wilds".
Though fertile and rich in natural resources, H
t'emained unopened until liberation.

In 1958 demobilized officers and soldiers of
the People's Liberation Army settled there as
pioneers in answer to a call by the Party and
the government. In recent years thousands of
school graduates have joined in the reclamation
in order to contribute to building the country's
borderland. Their hard work has turned the
wilds into an important agricultural base pro
ducing wheat, corn, soybeans and other crops,
A new generation of young people has grown
up strong and healthy in the process.
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CMngtien

$tone

CflrvioA

A PIECE of stone. In the hands

of an artist it can change into
a magnificent battle scene, a repre
sentation of a character, a cluster
of flowers, an animal, a bird, a fish
or insect. Such is the art of carv
ing, which historical records say
has been practiced in Chingtien
county, Chekiang province, for
about 800 years — since the Sung
dynasty (960-1279).

The stone used, which is peculiar
to the county and takes its name
from it, is found in the Shankou
and Fangshan mountains there. It
is of fine texture and comes in
many rich natural colors, as well
as white with streaks of various
hues. The most highly-valued type
is hard, translucent and flawless.
It is used especially for carving
human figures, landscapes, birds
and flowers.

Chingtien stone carvings are
made in a great variety of designs,
from a screen several feet high or
a huge vase to a tiny animal a few
centimeters in length. They in
clude objects of art such as human

(Continued from p. 17)

relation to temperature, we have
compared our findings with the
height of the snow line in Norway.
They agree basically, with a time
lag, except for a cold period in
Norway in 400 B.C. for which there
was no comparable cold spell in
China.

Recently, using the isotope
Oxygen 18, Prof. W. Dansgaard
of the Institute of Physics of
the University of Copenhagen in
Denmark has studied temperatures
at the time of ice formation in an

ice sheet in Greenland. Tempera
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figures, flowers or scenes, as well
as articles of daily use such as ash
trays, brush holders and bowls for
washing writers' and painters'
brushes.

A huge panorama of a scene on
the Long March carved in Ching
tien stone has recently been put on
exhibition in Peking. Along the
winding route through the Snow
Mountains icy peaks rise one above
the other. A red flag stands out
against a steep cliff as the Workers'
and Peasants' Red Army marches
towards the heights of the Snow
Mountains, which are bathed in the
light of dawn. In the forefront
are the commanders in the midst of

the fighters, their eyes looking
optimistically into the distance.
The scene, measuring 110 cm. long
and 60 cm. high, is carved from a
single white stone with a bluish
tint.

T IN JU-KUEI has been a carver

for over 40 years, specializing
in traditional vases and flower
baskets. Flowers slightly drooping,
gnarled pines with broken branches
— these were the idea of beauty
which he catered to in a decadent
society. Recently, however, he has
done a work with a completely dif
ferent spirit, a carving of plum
blossoms in bloom on a towering
ice-clad cliff, symbolizing the com
ing of spring. The work, which
ingeniously makes use of the bluish
streaks in a piece of white stone,
has won wide approval among the
workers, peasants and soldiers.

Handling a piece of stone re
quires a great deal of knowledge,

ture fluctuations in Greenland

over the past 1,700 years are in
agreement with the findings on
temperature variations in China
outlined in this paper. In addition,
the cold period in China 3,000 years
ago also shows up in Greenland
with this method.

This paper deals with changes in
ancient climate observed mainly
through phonological methods,
which provide the oldest indica
tions of climate. Determination of
the ancient temperature of ancient
ice and water by the proportion
between Oxygen 18 and Oxygen 16
is a recent method. The fact that

experience and skill. First the
craftsman must find out where its

veins will lead, and the possible
changes in color as he carves into
the stone. Then he must be skilful
in making use of the natural
markings on the crude stone.
These are his paints and brush.
Sometimes it is years before an
artist gets the piece of stone he is
looking for. At other times a re
markable piece of stone may kindle
an idea for a new theme in the
artist's imagination. That is what
happened in the case of the Ching
tien stone-carving entitled "Kao
liang". The artist has cleverly
utilized the natural shape and rus
set veins of the stone in creating a
composition made up of several
heads of ripe kaoliang, with the
plump, solid grains in shades of
reddish-purple and yellowish-red.
It is wonderfully natural and life
like, a justification of the Chinese
saying, "Skilful craftsmanship ex
cels nature". (See opposite page)

There are two main groups of
Chingtien carvings, reliefs and
works created in the round. The

former, like "Crossing the Snow
Mountains", are carved on only one
side; the latter, of which "Kao
liang" is an example, can be viewed
from every angle.

There are now four stone-carv

ing studios in Chingtien county.
Engaged in the profession are
some 300 full-time artists and more
than 3,000 commune members who
carve when farm work is slack.
The value of output is nearly
eleven times that in the early days
after liberation.

the results obtained by these two
methods agree substantially shows
that phonological data found in
historical material provides an ef
fective way to study ancient
climate.

Grasping the laws of past
changes in climate will benefit our
long-range forecasting of future
climate. If we use Marxism-Lenin-
ism-Mao Tsetung Thought to guide
our work and make full use of the
wealth of Chinese phonological and
archaeological material to study
ancient climate, we can get good
results in making periodic long-
range forecasts.
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We entered the bright, roomy
"Harbin Station". A crowd waited

for the train — children, kinder
garteners holding each others'
hands, grandparents with little
ones and mothers with their babies.

Suddenly we heard the locomo
tive, and the train rolled into the
station. As the passengers poured
out, a young train inspector care
fully examined the wheels, tapping
and listening, while other members
of the crew started scrubbing the
outside of the cars vigorously.

Girl Station Master

The director of the railroad, a
primary school teacher, introduced
us to a girl wearing a railway
worker's uniform with "Station
Master" on it — 11-year-old Wu
Yun-yun from Harbin's Liberation
Primary School. "Welcome!" she
smiled.

As we started to sit dovm for a
talk with her, a young voice on the
loudspeaker said, "No. 18 Express
to Peking. Show your tickets
please." Wu Yun-yun took us on
the train. A station master signall
ed with flags, the train whistled
and began to pull out and, to the
shouts and laughter of the children,
headed toward "Peking Station".

Wu Yun-yun bubbled over about
"her" train. Over a million pas
sengers, she said, since its first run
on International Children's Day,
June 1, 1956. Nearly 4,000 children,
chosen from the fourth and fifth
grades of Harbin's primary schools,
have had turns on the railway.
Working twice a week after school.
Quite grown-up, the young station
master explained that this learn
ing-by-doing helped them learn
basic facts about trains, diesel en
gines, passenger transport and so
on. More important, she added,
such after-school activities not only
broaden children's knowledge but
help them grow up loving the
motherland and the people, loving
labor and science, concerned about
public property and wanting to
serve the people wholeheartedly.

Boy Engineer

Our train came to a smooth stop
at the "Peking Station". A sturdy
boy with a round face and big
bright eyes jumped down from the
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engine and began wiping the out
side with a piece of cotton waste.
"That's Mao Li-ping, a model en
gineer," Wu Yun-yun said.

Twelve years old and a pupil at
the Liberation Primary School,
Mao Li-ping had already driven
320 kilometers safely and always
on time. We asked him how he
learned to drive.

When Li-ping first heard he was
to learn to drive, he was so happy
that he just walked around and
around the engine, touching it here
and there, unable to take his eyes
away. But of course he knew noth
ing about an engine. The veteran
railroad worker who was to teach
him said, "Enthusiasm is not
enough if you want to serve the
people —you have to have knowl
edge and skill." The boy did not
forget.

Li-ping spent every moment he
could at the engine, learning to
work the switches, throttle, brakes
and gear lever. At home he mem
orized the operating rules and the
duties of an engineer. The first
time he took the train on a practice
run he was nervous, but the old
railroad worker encouraged him.
He started the engine, put it in
gear and slowly opened the
throttle. Pupil and teacher smiled
at each other as the train began to
move.

One day, as Li-ping was pulling
a trainload of passengers, he saw
an elderly man walking toward the
tracks ahead. He blew the whistle
— one short, one long — but got
ready for the unexpected. Perhaps
the man was deaf, for he kept
walking. Prepared in advance, Li-
ping brought the heavy train to a
smooth stop without mishap.
Everyone said he was calm and
quick-witted.

Boy Track-Inspector

The young "railroad workers"
are lively and eager to learn, and
both individuals and school groups
have been cited for their care with
the railroad and their joy in serv
ing the people. But their growth
has its ups and downs.

Chosen to work on the railroad,
Chang Hsiao-chun from the Flower
Garden Primary School thought he
would now learn to drive the en

gine. When he was assigned to
track inspector instead, he was
disappointed. Others became en
gineers, station masters, chiefs of
the train, why should he be just a
track inspector? He could not get
interested in the job.

The old railway worker who was
teaching him started telling the
boyabout his ownlife. "Son, when
I see the good life children have
nowadays, my heart just about
bursts with happiness. In the old
society, when I was 12 and 13 years
old, I had to live on bran and wild
plants. I only had an old gunny
sack to wear, and to live I had to
rummage in garbage heaps or look
for unburned coal in ash piles.
When I got older, there was no way
to exist except to go to work as a
track inspector for a railroad con
trolled by the imperialists. They
cursed and beat me. I had to work
like a slave whatever the weather
was like, but never had a full meal
or warm clothes.

"When Chairman Mao and the
Communist Party helped us over
throw that terrible life, we stood
up and became masters of the
country and ourselves. Son, in the
past we worked for the exploiters.
Today, no matter what kind of
work we do, we work for all the
people."

Hsiao-chun began to change. In
sunshine or rain he was always at
his post, carefully examining the
rails for cracks, loose rails or ties.
One day just before he was to go
on duty he sprained his ankle in
school. Everyone urged him to go
home and rest. But Hsiao-chun
went to the railroad instead to
carry out his task of inspecting the
tracks. After all, he reasoned, this
was his first duty.

As we wound up our visit and
stepped out of the station, we met
an energetic-looking young man
whom the director greeted like an
old friend. He had been a station
master on the children's railroad,
had fallen in love with the work
and dreamed of becoming a rail
road man. When he graduated
from middle school, he was assign
ed to the Harbin-Wuyiling tram
crew. Today a number of railway
workers helping to build socialism
across the country got their start
on the Harbin Children's Railroad.
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Lesson 21

Guer Bu Gu

Orphans But Not Alone

fit
de

Shiyl niSn qidn,
Eleven years ago,

Beijing you
Peking had

wu

five

ge haizi,
children.

X ^ i|5 iA, A ^ g
fu mu dou shi gongrcn, xian hou yin

•i&'fn
tanien

their

5^
bing

father mother both were workers, first later becauseof illness

T, X. ^ i A, 4: —
qiishi le, liuxia xlong mci wu ren,

passed away, left brother sister five people.
zai yiqi shenghuo.
together lived.

fit
de

you

was

Zai

In

zh^ge
this

shiwu sui,

jiatmgli,
family.

zui da

oldest

did!

3K.
zui xIao

']• fit
de

fifteen years old, youngest . brother only three years old.

^ , ft ^ ^ ?

gege

brother

cr

zhi

only

cai san sui.

Name,
Then,

tamen

they
shi zenyang

were how

shenghuo de
living?

ne?

-fetl fit iC # Aft.
Tamen de fu mu qushi yihdu,
Their father mother passed away after.

renmin

people's

j-ii} -fttbT
zh^ngfu lik^ zuochule Jucding:
government immediately made decision:

•it
r^ng hdizimen

let children

A. #

mSi

«• _L ^ #• IK0,
mian f^ shang xue, mian fii yilido,
without payment goto school, without payment(get) medical treatment,

^ ii#, -fin fit
yu6 fagei shenghudfdi. Zhfeyang, haizimen de

every month issue living allowance. Thus,
children's

shenghu6^ xuexi
life (and) study

dud

more. father mother. Neighboring

14.-fn 6i e. fit

jiu
then

tr
youle

have

iC
Haizimen shiqule fii mu, que
Children lost father mother, but got

^t iC Hik
de fii mu. Linju de shiishu, ayi

uncles, aunts

ik
de hdizi, gei

children, for

ft
ha

took

tamen dangzud ziji
them as their own

40

kSkao

reliable

fit
de

#-i£.
baozh^ng.
guarantee.

ip ji) X
dedaole

£
g^ng
even

d5u

all

ft-fn
tamen

them

•fifc
zu6

made

Zhdjian
This

-tit
fdn., zu6 ylfu,
food, made clothes.

bangzhu tamen anpdi shenghud.
helped them arrange life.

A It 4- y'^^, 'if P

ayi

aunts

shi zdi bdozhishang l^biao yihdu, xudu5
o *r j

matter in newspapers published after,

AL HI .g- ft
cong qudn gu6 gfe di g6i
from whole country various places to

m P it, M.M/1 14,ti
lifin duo xin, gull tamen nuli
many letters, encouraged them hard

St if ^ i>]
zhuxi de hao baizi. Mdi dao

many

ftfll
tamen

them

xuexi,
study,

f 0 ,
jKri,

Chairman's good children. Every arrive holidays.

bb

not

sbao

few

wanhui,
evening parties, with

-f- ^
Shiyi nidn
Eleven years

fi if k. -W
youle hen da de bianhua. Xidnzai, da ge
have had very great change.

ft
chengle gudjia ganbu, dd mdimei zai jlxid

cadre, (his) oldest younger sister in machinery

_LX k^, k
f indimei shangle daxuc, da

second younger sister goes to university, oldest
xuexiao

school

gudjia

has become state

-f- -V 9
xuexi,
studies.

i± ^ T,
gudqu le,

have passed.

J
canjiale

has joined

-tT
shangle
goes to

tamen zhdngzdi jidnkangde chcngzhang.

shushu^

uncles,

jildile
sent

zu6

be

hdi you
also have

if -k ^
danwdi qing haizimen qii kan dianying^ canjia
units invited children go see films, attend

fo 14,-fn —M. f 0 fit 4k
h6 tamen yiqi xiangshdu jieri de buanld.

them together enjoy holiday's

fit
haizimen de

children's

ft.
Mdo

Mao

t

happiness.

shenghud
lives

yijing
Now, oldest brother already

ifif. A

did!

younger brother

Xiao didi

little brother

shdhuili,

ta
Zhdnggud
Chinese

t#o
zhdngxue.

AR.
Renmin

People's

A
Zai

middle school. In

Jiefangjun,
Liberation Army,

shehuizhuyi
socialist

society, they now are healthily growing up.'
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Translation

Elevenyears ago in Peking there werefive childrenwhose parents,
both workers, died of illness. They left the five brothers and sisters
living together.

li In this family the oldest brother was only 15, the youngest just
i; three. How did they get along?

After the parents passed away, the people's government imme
diately decided to let them go to school and have medical treatment
without charge. Every month it gavethem a living allowance. Thus
their livelihood and study were ensured.

Although the children lost their own parents they gained even
more fathers and mothers. The neighboring uncles and aunts took
them as their own children, cooked and made clothes for them and
helped them plan their daily life. After the incident was published
in the newspapers, uncles and aunts throughout the country wrote
them many letters encouraging them to study hard and be Chair
man Mao's good children. On holidays, many organizations invited
them to films and evenmg parties, to share the joy of the holidays
with them.

Eleven years have seen great change in their lives. Today the
oldest brother is a government cadre. His younger sister studies
at a machinery school and her younger sister at a university. Their
younger brother is a FLA man and the youngest brother is ina middle
school. They are growing up healthily in socialist society.

Notes

1. More uses of sh\ ••• de In Lesson 11 we learned
the use of the construction A-in stressing time. Here are two
other usages of it:

a. To stress themanner of an action. Forexample, Women
Shi 2u6 feiji l^i de (We came by plane), pre
it stresses by plane, not by train or bus. Another example: Tamen
Shi zSny^ng shenghu6 de ne? (How did they
get along?) This emphasizes that the question is about the manner
of their life.

b. Tostress place. Forexample, W6 shi z^i Zhonggud xuixi
zhongw^ de. 4iA^^ ^ (I learned Chinese in China),
denoting the place was China, not some other country. ZhibSn
Shu Shi zm BSijlng mal de (This book was
l^ought in Peking), meaning the book was bought in Peking, not
Someplace else.

2. ba ... dangzuo .le, Dangzuo means prve as".
When used with J{e. the phrase means "take as", as in Linju de shflshu,
®yi d5u ba tamen dangzud ziji de hdizi ^ M
he.65.jl-f- (The neighboring uncles and aunts all took them as their
own children). Another example: Bfiiqiuen tdngzhi ba Zhongguo
r^nmin de jlef^ng shiyfe dhngzub ta ziji de shiyfe t 0AR,

(Comrade Bethune took the cause of
Ihe Chinese people's liberation as his own).

3 Mdi dho •& i'l • An adverbial modifier denoting time, mean-
ing "Every time arrives". For example. Ma di. jidr^ Ml
Wn bii sMo dSnwM qing tSmen qii kindianying # t> 0.

(On holidays many organizations invited them
'o films). Another example, Ma dio ehuntian, women dou ddo
iidowii qh yduUn ®
80 on an excursion to the suburbs).

4. The pivotal sentence with you and no subject. In Lesson
11 we explained the pivotal sentence. Another type of this sentence
logins with the verb For example: You bii shao ren qmg izimen
qh kkn di^n ying (There were many peo
ple who invited the children to see films). In this sentence,
once the object of the verb t and the subject of the subject-predi
cate construction that follows. Another example, Ydu ren z
^ (There is someone looking for you). Y6u ge di^nymg p
"H6ngs6 Nifingzi Jun" (There is a film
balled Red Detachment of Women).

September 1973

5. Relatives. They are referred to respectively as d& ;k (eldest)
(brother, sister, cousin, aunt, uncle, etc.), 6r .:i (second), san s. (third),
... xiao «J» (little, youngest). Dlyl (first), difer (second),
disan (third), ... are not used.

Exercises

I. Answer the following questions on the text:

3.

II. Make sentences:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

^...

A"

A...

46 —

if}

if}

if}

(stressing time)

(stressing manner)
(stressing place)

m. Read the following passage:

fit ^

(zaoch^n morning), — (zhbngniin middle-aged)
(mdndoor) (tibao satchel)

^!L!£4fcT, H (Kfiyufin barber),
(Kfi cut hair) «-&!" fe—

— A (c6ngql6n in the past) 4^ ;l Bf 65 ^ (tdngku
painful) (wingji forget) t04i^65^ (ku
bitterness), 'iS Om about to)

(zhufu enjoin) "4-1? (chunji6 Spring
Festival) Bf, tkfll —

(Translation on p. 30)
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Lumbermen play badminton during a break at Wutaokou.

Amateur Sports
Among Lumbermen

'^HE 8,000 workers of the Lin-
-*- kiang Forest Bureau in the

Changpai Mountains of northeast
ern Kirin province are scattered
over an area of 2,000 square kilo
meters. In spite of this, however,
amateur sports such as ball games,
mountain climbing, running,
swimming, skating and physical
exercises are well developed and
popular. More than 85 percent of
the lumbermen take part.

Ping-Pong Balls Fly

At the Bureau's Forest Survey
Planning Team location, one can
see crowds waiting their turn to
play table tennis in the morning
before going to work and in the
evening after work.

Ten years ago, Fan Hsien-ting,
secretary of the team's Party
branch, crossed mountains to the
town of Manchiang to buy balls,

bats and nets to develop the sport
among the workers. The workers
sawed pinewood and spent most of
the night building a table. Early
next morning the old secretary and
the workers set up the table out
side their tents. From then on, the
sound of the ping-pong ball rever
berated in the depths of the forest.

Table tennis has become a pop
ular sport not only in the Forest

CHINA RECONSTRUCTS



Lumbermen militia members at Tlenchiao on a mountain-climbing exercise.

Basketball game on a court built by lumbermen at Willow River.
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Survey Planning Team. More than
half of the workers in the forest
area are now players. In the Hun-
kiang municipal table tennis tour
naments, workers from the Lin-
kiang Forest Bureau won two
men's group championships and
the women's singles championship
last year.

Two Sawyers Vie in
Basketball

One night a basketball game was
going on at the Eastern Hill log
ging site. Fluorescent lamps hung
on the trees lighted up the court
and a large crowd watched. No. 5
of the Red Team suddenly jumped
high, intercepted a Blue Team pass
and shot it into the basket. There
was a burst of applause. No. 9, the
Blues' center, took the ball. After
a few fast passes, his teammates
broke through the Reds' defense
line and No. 9 scored. More ap
plause.

The Reds' No. 5 is Chang Yu,
a sawman of the sixth work team.
The Blues' No. 9 is Wang Hua-shu,
a sawman of the ninth work team.
The two are good basketball play
ers, good workers and good friends.
In a socialist emulation campaign
last year, both teams were out
standing units in the forest area.

When Wang Hua-shu first came
to work eight years ago, he became
fond of the chain saw. He carried
it up the mountains, and after
work he broke it down and
reassembled it again and again.
Chang Yu began to teach him how
to use it and repair it. The two
studied lumbering and practiced
basketball together.

Once Chang Yu hurt his foot in
felling a tree. The supervisor sent
him to rest. Knowing that not
enough trees had been cut, he took
the saw early the next day and
limped out to the site. But there
he was amazed to find many trees
lying on the ground and Wang
Hua-shu of the ninth team felling
trees for the sixth team. Greatly
moved, Chang Yu embraced Wang
Hua-shu. ''We are working-class
brothers," remarked Wang. "It's
our duty to help each other!

In the past few years, basketball
has become very popular in the
forest area. On Sundays and holi
days the Eastern Hill loggers invite



players from the nearby Western
Hill, Willow River and Mangho
River sites, or they go to other
sites to play. At Tienchiaochan
there are only 50 workers. In their
spare time, they hewed out a bas
ketball court on a steep slope and
installed electric lights. Today
there are eight lighted courts in
the forest area, and each logging
site has at least two teams. In a

lumbermen's tournament last

April, 480 men and women took
part.

Climbing Dangerous Peaks

To the east of the Forest Bureau

office is a narrow valley flanked
by steep mountains. Here one
cannot find ten square meters of
level ground, let alone a sports
field. In these conditions, the
workers carry on physical training.
Since they have to climb two kilo
meters up the mountain to work
every day, Party branch secretary
Chen Shih-lin organized mountain
climbing as a sport. In the first
few days some had sore muscles
and cut fingers. But none was dis

Children's Songs

and Dances

'yO MARK International Children's Day,
the Chinese Ministry of Posts and Tele

communications issued a set of five 8-/<?n

stamps on children's songs and dances on

June 1, 1973. The designs are Yangchow

papercuts, simple, vivid, lively and direct.

couraged. They pledged to follow
Chairman Mao's call to strengthen
their physique in order to do more
for socialist construction and rev

olution.

Led by Chen, the men climb
steep cliffs and slopes. Unwilling
to lag behind, the young workers,
in groups of three, follow closely.
When one slips, others pull him by
the hand. When there is no foot

hold, they hold on to vines. Hsu
Mu-chia, an old worker near 60
and member of the Party branch
committee, also takes part. At
first it took them an hour to climb

the highest mountain, but now it
only takes 20 minutes. Climbing
sheer cliffs and crossing deep
ravines has built up their strength
and tempered their willpower.

One night a fire broke out on a
mountain two -and a half kilo

meters from their quarters. When
they reached the spot, the fire was
burning on a slope so steep they
could hardly find a place to stand
on. Below were jagged rocks and
boulders. But their training had

Stamp 1, A yangko dance. This is a Han

dance which originated from field work.

The dancer usually carries a handkerchief

or fan in her hand.

Stamp 2, Playing a horse-head fiddle, a
Mongolian bow-stringed instrument, named

after the carved horse head at the top.

Stamp 3, A Tibetan hata dance. The hata
is a silk scarf, varying in length and often
in white, used by the Tibetan people as a

symbol of respect or congratulations on
ceremonial occasions.

Stamp 4, A tambourine dance by a
Uighur boy. The dancer produces com
plicated rhythms by tapping the tambourine
with his fingers.

made them expert mountain
climbers and they soon reached
the fire, Old Hsu in the lead.
Within half an hour the fire was

put out.

The Forest Bureau has introduc

ed physical exercises adapted to
the lumbermen's work. Trimming
off the branches of a felled tree,
they practice walking the log with
their equipment on their backs.
The seed gatherers compete in
tree-climbing. To increase strength
in the arm, the loggers often play
tug-of-war. The many sorts of
sports, popular with the lumber
men, have played an important
part in strengthening the physique
of the workers and increasing
lumber production.

CORRECTION

In the July 1973 issue of Chi?ia
Recoiistrucls, p. 37. the lower picture
is of a hunting party, not of polo
players. The measurements are
150 X 240 cm.

Stamp 5, A Korean long-drum dance.
The middle part of the drum is narrower
than the two ends. The dancer hangs it
in front of her and with sticks taps one
end with her left hand and the other with

her right.

The five stamps, with a white background
and ochre border, are linked by a popular
border design which symbolizes the unity
of the children of various nationalities in

China, and their good life. The papercut
designs in stamps 1, 3 and 5 are in scarlet
and 2 and 4 in bright blue. Characters on
the upper part road, "Children's Songs and
Dances"; on the lower margin, "Chinese
People's Postage".

All stamps measure 30 x 40 mm. Perf.
II. Photogravured. Serial numbers: 86-90.
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